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400 thank yous 


THIS ISSUE IS OUR 400th and I would like to 
take the opportunity to thank all our readers and 
contributors, past and present, for their support 
over the years. Without you we would not be 
around today. 

Searchlight does so much more today than 
probably it has ever done, but despite this, and with 
little increase in staff, we have managed to get the 
magazine out, on time, month after month. We have 
lost many good people along the way, but we can be 
thankful that a new layer of activists, both in Britain 
and throughout our international network, is 
emerging to ensure that Searchlight keeps reporting. 

As we write in the centre of the magazine, our 
focus might have changed but our fundamentals 
remain the same. 


A Stoke warning 

The BNP has signalled its intent for Stoke-on- 
Trent with a national mobilisation designed to 
kickstart its mayoral bid. Finally, the labour 
movement is beginning to wake up to the threat. 
While we applaud this and believe that the unions 
and anti-fascists, following a coherent plan, can be 
effective in stopping the BNP next year, there are 
much deeper issues to address. 

Stoke-on-Trent was a Labour city for decades and 
during the 1990s the party held all 60 seats on the 
council. Not only has that changed but the city 
has experienced massive deindustrialisation and 
economic upheaval, which has left an increasingly 
bitter and poorly educated local population ever 
more resentful at those locally and nationally who 
they believe have let them down. 

As much as we can organise campaigns from 
outside, the Labour Party has to get its act together. 
Egos have to be put aside, petty personal squabbles 
addressed and political differences overcome. 
Nationally, the government needs to set up a 
taskforce to address the serious underlying issues 
facing the city, a long history of mismanagement by 
the local authorities and ineffective councillors. 
Unless these fundamental issues are addressed then 
we really could be looking at a BNP-run city. 


A fascist rout 

Our lead story this month is of the fascist rout 
in Germany. Tens of thousands of decent people 
continued a tradition that stretches back to 
the 1930s when anti-fascists mobilised around 
the slogan “They shall not pass”. 

Times have changed and Britain does not 
necessarily share the same conditions and traditions 
with Germany but there is still much to learn. 
It is incumbent on us all to deny the BNP and 
other fascist groups the ability to achieve normality. 
As Searchlight celebrates its 400th issue our promise 
to our readers is that we will take on the BNP 
with increased vigour. ~<a 


Feature 


On Saturday 20 
September we scoreda 
truly massive victory in 
Cologne. “We” being the 
50,000-strong broad 
alliance of trade unions, 
community groups, left- 
wing groupings, school 
pupils, students and, 
above all, the ordinary 
citizens of Cologne who 
stopped the racist 
“Congress against 
islamisation’” in its 
tracks with civil 
disobedience ona 
gigantic scale. 


Anti-fascists block 
Cologne's streets 


ologne routs the 


Hans Vogel reports from the front line in Cologne city centre 


ore. than)! 1,000)" racists, 
including leading  repre- 
sentatives of far-right parties 
across Europe, had been 
expected to attend the congress between 
19 and 21 September, organised by the 
right-wing populists of the pro-Kéln 
group and its regional counterpart pro- 
Nordrhein-Westfalen. We saw to it that 
it did not happen. 

The’... climax ~ Jot the racists 
“anti-Islamic” jamboree was to be a 
public demonstration on the Heumarkt 
(Hay Market) in the heart of 
the cathedral city on 20 September. 
About 80 supporters arrived early, but 
the rest were prevented from reaching 
the square by massive sit-down protests 
all around it. 

Another 200 racists were penned in at 
the airport after anti-fascists blockaded 
the nearest railway station, Kéln-Deutz. 

Our intention from the outset was to 
rout the racists and we got off to an 
early start to make the Friday a disaster 
day for pro-Koln. After the city council 
had banned pro-Kéln from using 
council property, the racists announced 
a new venue for their “international 
press conference” and announced they 
were going to sail along the Rhine on 
the Moby Dick. This information was 
received with glee by anti-fascists who 


quickly made their way to where the 
ship was moored. 

There they found a gaggle of right- 
wing extremists and journalists waiting, 
both on the boat and ashore, for the 
police to arrive. When a stone shattered 
a window on the boat, the captain 
moved off leaving part of the press 
corps and some very nervous racists, 
including the British National Party 
representative Richard Barnbrook, 
stranded. 

The pantomime then only got better. 
After chugging about on the Rhine for 
five hours, the Moby Dick returned with 
its unwelcome passengers to collect the 
remnants only to find they had left by 
bus — no taxis would take them — for the 
press conference venue. 

Harald Vilimsky, the general 
secretary of the extreme-right Austrian 
Freedom Party (FPO), was 
incandescent with rage, spluttering that 
“such total failure by the security forces 
would not be possible in Austria”. 
It was only later that the police were 
able to lead the badly ruffled racist 
rabble to their hotels where, instead of 
getting rest and refreshment, they were 
told their reservations had been 
cancelled. The pubs were no refuge 
either; congress supporters were shown 
the door in short order. 


racist 


The hostile reception followed weeks 

: of work by our broad anti-fascist 
Alliance against pro-Kéln which, in 
addition to holding lots of meetings and 
concerts, exposed pr-Koln’s real 
character as a group stuffed to the brim 

with nazis. A beer drinkers’ offshoot of 

the Alliance printed over 200,000 beer 

mats spelling out the message: “No 

Kélsch |the famed local brew] for nazis!” 

Hardly any part of the city’s 
communities was untouched by the 
anti-fascist campaign. We held football 
tournaments, we staged cultural events 
and we gained such positive press 
coverage that, by the time of the 
congress, Cologne and its political 
parties, its cabaretists and its carnivalists 
were standing shoulder to shoulder 
against the racists. 

By the Saturday the city’s blood 
was up. Very early, the DGB trade 
union federation organised a mass 
demonstration filling the narrow streets 
near the cathedral. “This congress is not 
welcome, the residents of Cologne don't 
want it. My message to this Euro-fascist 
clique, to the Haiders, Le Pens and the 
rest of them, is clear: “There is the exit. 
Now go home’,” boomed Cologne’s 
mayor Fritz Schramma. The fact that 
Le Pen had not turned up and Haider 
had not been invited bothered nobody 


and the throng poured towards the 
Heumarkt where they met another 5,000 
people already blockading the square. 

In one corner were gathered the 
Green Youth, in another the trade 
unionists of the public sector union 
ver.di. and in a third were autonomous 
anti-fascists. Further on, — school 
students were blocking the street. 
Thousands who did not belong to any 
group also wanted to be involved, 
enthusiastically joining the ranks of the 
more organised protesters and waving 
all manner of brightly coloured flags 
while various Cologne rock bands 
provided entertainment. 

The few fascists who finally managed 
to slither into Cologne’s Altstadt 
skulked around looking lost and 
desperately trying to be inconspicuous, 
apart from Barnbrook who had himself 
publicly photographed with a small 
group of other racists for his blog fans 
back home. Standing behind them 
forlornly was the enormous rally 
platform bearing the painted slogan 
“Stop Islam!” not “Stop Islamism” nor 
even “Stop Islamisation”. The masks of 
pro-Kéln’s organisers had fallen off, 
disproving their bogus claim that they 
were not attacking Muslims as such. 

At 12:30, hemmed in from all sides, 
Manfred Rouhs, pro-K6ln’s chief 
strategist and a city councillor, timidly 
declared the rally open. At exactly the 
same time, Filip Dewinter of the 
extreme-right Vlaams Belang, Markus 
Beisicht, chairman of pro-Koéln, 
Andreas Mélzer of the FPO and Henry 
Nitzsche, a fascist regional MP in 
Saxony, were holding a furtive and 
improvised press conference in the 
basement of the airport. 

Rouhs demanded that the police 
provide his pals with transport. It was to 


Anti-racist youngsters turned out in droves (below) Circus clown makes her protest against the nazis 


no avail. As he spoke, the police were 
banning the racist rally. To find comfort, 
he could only look to the sky where 
a plane was still circling, trailing a 
streamer bearing the words pro-K6ln. 

Standing beside Rouhs was Mario 
Borghezio, an MEP of the far-right 
Italian Lega Nord, who was waving a 
white flag and bawling “Christian 
Europe, never Muslim”. There was also 
a miserable three-strong delegation 
from the French far-right splinter 
group, the National Republican 
Movement (MNR). 

After the racists scurried off, most of 
the counter-demonstrators also went 
home, the peace being disturbed only by 
a heavy-handed police attempt to 
disperse a remaining crowd of around 
500 anti-fascists. 

Pro-K6ln’s programme for Sunday 
never took place. Even the racists 
could not be bothered, 
although pro-Kéln did not /, 
hesitate to complain about its (. 
humiliation, issuing state- j 


ments accusing the police of 
“failing deplorably” to pro- 
tect the congress and 
expressing their intention 
to hold another such event. 
If they do, it will probably be 
without their erstwhile 
European friends who 
departed in a mood of 
defeat, demoralisation and 


} 


depression. 

dhe. scale of) our | 
victory is inestimable 
and shows that broad 


united, community-based 
mass mobilisation can 
be militant and is far 
more likely to be 
successful. <=] 
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Rallying for power 


Last month the BNP rallied for a fallen member in Stoke-on-Trent, but, as Nick Lowles 
reports, the party was really launching its bid for power 


he British National Party 

conducted its largest single 

leafleting session when 300 

people campaigned in Stoke- 
on-Irent last month. Publicly they were 
there to draw attention to what they 
considered was the lenient sentence 
handed down to a man found guilty of 
the manslaughter of a local BNP 
member, but in truth they were 
launching their campaign for control of 
the city. 

The BNP activists, drawn by a ratio of 
more than four to one from outside the 
city, spent a few hours leafleting and 
then met up again for a shambolic rally 
in car park. As usual Griffin was 
surrounded by thuggish henchmen and 
the so-called truth truck — known more 
accurately as the lie lorry. 

Habib Khan had received an eight- 
year sentence in August after being 
convicted in May of the manslaughter 
of his neighbour Keith Brown, a BNP 
member. 

The pair had been involved in a long- 
running dispute over land and Khan 
had been the subject of a sustained 
racial campaign by Brown, his family 
and friends. The two men_ had 
previously worked together at H & R 
Johnson Tiles quite amicably but things 
turned nasty after Khan bought the 
house next to Brown and applied for 
planning permission to demolish his 
two houses to build one new one. 

“T took him [Mr Brown] inside the 
house and I said ‘it’s so dangerous’,” 
Khan told the court. “I have a family, in 
my position what would you do?’ 

“He said ‘my house is old, your house 
is new, I don’t like it’. From that day he 
never cooperated.” 

Brown blocked access to the builders 
and is alleged even to have tried to 
smash down some of the new building. 


The Khans were regularly called 
“Paki”, had their windows put in 
frequently and even had a panic button 
installed by the police because of their 
fear of attack. Last year Brown’s son, 
Ashley Barker, was convicted of 
assaulting Khan, an incident that left 
Khan unconsciousness. 

The court heard how Khan acted to 
defend his son who was being attacked 
by Barker outside his home. Khan, 
described in court as a “mild and calm- 
mannered family man’, had intended to 
use the knife to threaten Mr Brown, 
who had hold of one of his sons. 

Judge Simon Tonking said Khan had 
acted “in the honest belief that he 
needed to protect his son” but in doing 
so had killed Mr Brown. 

The jury, consisting of 11 white 
people, found Khan not guilty of murder 
but guilty of manslaughter. In passing 
sentence, the Judge took into account 
the abuse and attacks on Khan. 

“What became obvious as the 
evidence unfolded, however,” said Judge 
Tonking, “is that from time to time, 
despite denials to the contrary, both 
Mr Brown and his son Ashley Barker 
were involved in acts of racial aggression 
towards members of Mr Khan’s family. 

“It should be said that the jury’s 
verdict was entirely respectable and 
understandable on the evidence.” 


The real issue 

The BNP and Brown's family were 
furious and claimed that this was 
another example of anti-white prejudice 
and so a rally was organised. However, 
raising opposition to Khan’s sentence 
was simply the pretext. It was left to the 
party’s deputy leader to spell out the real 
purpose of the day. Simon Darby told 
the rally that the party’s next target 
would be to take control of the city of 


Stoke-on-Trent through the election of 
a BNP mayor. 

“If there is a mayoral election then we 
are confident that we will win that 
election,” he added. 

The BNP currently has nine 
councillors in the city and averaged 24% 
in the wards it contested in May’s local 
elections. While this is less than one 
sixth of the total councillors, their 
influence extends far beyond what the 
figure suggests. 

Labour has the largest group on the 
council, but at 17 it is not that much 
bigger than the BNP group. In May 
the Labour Party polled 25% of the 
vote across the city, only fractionally 
more than the BNP. Indeed, in the ten 
wards where the BNP and Labour 
went head to head the BNP was in 
front in all but two. 

More worryingly, the BNP 
councillors sit and regularly vote with a 
larger group of independents, making a 
group of 29 in total. Opposing them is a 
coalition of 31 Labour, Conservatives 
and Liberal Democrats. 

This is all a far cry from the mid- 
1990s when Labour held all 60 seats on 
the council, most with huge majorities. 
Since then Labour has collapsed. 
Internal wrangling, incompetence and a 
general swing against the national 
government has seen Labour’s grip on 
the city weaken. 

A directly elected mayor was 
introduced in the city in 2002 but 
unlike in other local authority areas 
with mayors, Stoke-on-Irent was 
unique in that it gave total power to the 
mayor and the council's Chief 
Executive. This created resentment and 
hostility in the city and particularly 
from the councillors who became 
increasingly redundant in the decision 
making process. Their disquiet often 


BNP supporters gather to hear 
Nick Griffin and Simon Darby map out their 
bid for power in Stoke-on-Trent 


became open opposition, which added 
to the political instability in the city. 

The first mayoral contest was won by 
an independent (who was a former 
Labour Party member), with the BNP 
only just failing to go through to the 
second round by 1,500 votes. Each voter 
has two votes and the result is 
determined after the two leading 
candidates in the first round are allocated 
the second preferences of the others. 

In 2005 Labour won it back, largely 
because the contest was held on the 
same day as the general election, which 
had brought the Labour vote out. 
The BNP was further behind, though 
its candidate still took 18% of the vote. 

In the face of mounting hostility to 
mayoral government the current mayor 
introduced a cabinet system in a bid to 
involve the councillors. However, this has 
done little to improve the standing of the 
council in the eyes of the population. 

The BNP scents victory next year 
and certainly has the momentum 
behind it. Its confidence was evident by 
a recent letter from the party’s 
councillors to other councillors in 
which they boasted of running the 
council before long. These councillors 
were invited to join them. 

However, it is not certain that there will 
even be a mayoral election next year, as 
the legislation that introduced the elected 
mayor only provided for two terms. 
Later this month the people of Stoke-on- 
Trent will decide whether to keep the 
mayoral system or replace it with a 
traditional leader/cabinet authority. It is 
not clear which they will choose. 

Most parties appear split, though 
the councillors of the three main 
parties seem keen to revert to the 
more traditional method of selecting 
the council leader from within the 
council chamber. 


The BNP however, precisely because 
it believes it can win a contest, is 
campaigning to retain the mayor. 
The party is joined by a group of 


individuals who have launched a 
campaign called People’s Choice. 

Its leader Paul Breeze told the local 
paper: “The reason we voted for a 
directly elected mayor system in the first 
place was because our existing 
governance arrangements of a leader 
and cabinet had resulted in our city 
becoming stagnant, bereft of ideas, and 
lacking in vision and true leadership. 

“We are still paying the price today for 
the years of drift we had under the old 
system. Our city needs stability, someone 
given a clear mandate from the people, 
to push forward with changes.” 

However, in a sign that chaos will 
reign, the anti-mayoral campaign is also 
called People’s Choice! 

If a mayoral contest does take place 
it would seem that the BNP, Labour 
and the former independent mayor 
Mick Wolff will be fighting it out for 
the top two places. Any one of these 
could win. 

Given the danger of a BNP victory, 
it might seem logical for anti-fascists to 
hope the mayor is abolished. However, 
not only is this merely delaying a 
problem, it could in fact create a bigger 
one in a year or two. 

If the people go against the mayoral 
system, the city will be in a state of flux, 
which will only intensify the stagnation 
and demand for real change. By law, 
the current mayor leaves office next 
May, so who would run the council? 
A Governance Report into Stoke-on- 
Trent recommended a reduction in the 
number of councillors in the city so we 
are likely to face all-out elections in 
either 2010 or 2011. With chaos and 
confusion likely to overshadow the 


intervening period the BNP could 
continue to grow locally and so 
dominate those elections. It might be 
easier for the BNP to win enough 
wards to take control of the city 
council, albeit with the support of some 
independents, than win a mayoral 
election outright. 

Either way Stoke-on-Irent is where 
we currently face the most serious 
threat. With a real danger of the BNP 
winning control of a city of 250,000 
people, the energies of the anti-fascist 
movement must be focused here. 
Likewise, the main political parties and 
the trade unions must also redouble 
their efforts. 

A multi-track approach is needed. 
Anti-fascists and trade unions need to 
develop a coherent and _ sensible 
campaign that highlights the threat of 
the BNP and its true nature, but 
recognises that the BNP has planted 
deep roots in local communities and 
that undermining the BNP’s councillors 
locally is vital. At the same time a 
turnout campaign needs to be built, 
especially if there is a mayoral election, 
which can identify and mobilise anti- 
BNP voters. Wider mood events are 
important but in a winner-takes-all 
election our priority has to be winning 
the election. 

The mainstream political parties need 
to get their act together and find a way 
to engage with voters locally. Nationally, 
the government still needs to do more 
to address the deep-rooted economic 
problems that beset the area. 

Searchlight is currently making 


representations to the main parties, 
unions and government to make sure 
that everyone is doing their utmost to 
help in Stoke-on-Trent. 

Anything less and the BNP will next 
time be organising a victory rally. ~< 


By Matthew Collins 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
has announced that its leader Nick 
Griffin intends to visit Australia in the 
“very near future” at the invitation of the 
miniscule Australian Protectionist Party. 

The APP is an offshoot of the 
Australia First Party (AFP), a group of 
“Zionist conspiracy” believers founded 
by the renegade former federal Labour 
MP Graeme Campbell in 1996. 

In 2007 the AFP split into three 
warring factions. The APP group, 
centred mainly but not exclusively 
around Adelaide in south Australia, 
became known as the “Pommy” faction 
because one of its leaders is the former 
Debden BNP organiser and election 
agent Mark Wilson and it is supported 
by the party’s ex-pat British contingent. 

News of Griffin’s proposed visit has 
hardly set the Australian far right 
alight. The prospect of Griffin being 
granted a visa, given his criminal 
history, appears increasingly remote. 
He was denied entry in 1998 and many 
see the announcement simply as a sop to 
the APP and an opportunity for both 
organisations to try to gain financial and 
practical support from the British ex-pat 
community. Some BNP members in 
the UK have already tried to contact the 
APP about the possibility of overseas 
memberships to show solidarity. 

The stark reality of Griffin's proposed 
visit to Australia is that it is little more 
than another junket. Politically, Griffin 
has little to gain for the BNP from a 
visit. He may look to canvass support 
from ex-pats still eligible to vote in UK 
elections, though many no longer have 
the vote and there is little evidence that 


on 


Darrin Hodges, the main mover of the APP 


the rest bother to use it. And the APP is 
hardly a major force, even on the fringes 
of Australian politics. 

The APP split from Australia First 
following a series of arguments about 
the AFP’s direction after the high level 
of publicity it achieved after the 
Cronulla riots of December 2005, when 
Lebanese young men were forcibly 
driven from the beaches (see Searchlight 
January 2006). Wilson led a faction that 
wanted to model itself on the resurgent 
anti-Islamic “mother party”, the BNP, 
while the bulk of the party, now led by 
the half-Lebanese swastika-wearing 
James Saleam, wanted (unsurprisingly) 
to continue to direct attention to 
dismantling the Zionist conspiracy. 


To this end, Saleam’s party has focused 
more on building friendships with the 
Arab right and international Holocaust 
deniers, while the APP has promoted its 
“little Englander” politics with a large 
dose of Islamophobia. 

This year, the Australian 
Parliament’s first order of business was 
to apologise on behalf of the nation to 
the “stolen generation’, Aboriginal 
Australians who were removed from 
their families and ancestral lands to 
be “anglicised” (made to behave more 
like white people) for over one 
hundred years. The Australian right 
was united in viewing the long overdue 
apology as an attack on the heritage of 
white Australians. 

If Griffin does make the trip he will be 
in good company. While the APP 
has recently wrested control of 
the AFP’s monthly periodical | 
and “de-radicalised” it, Wilson's \ 
party has also recruited Darrin 
Hodges, the high-profile former 
“National Anarchist” 
and “former” Hitler 
admirer. Hodges had 
been a leading mem- 
ber of the AFP in the 
state of New South 
Wales and the peren- 
nial losing candidate 
in. and around 


Cronulla and Sydney. 


Searchlight’'s Matthew 
Collins (right) with 
Australian Labor Party 
General Secretary 
Tim Gartrell 


There are certainly well founded fears 
that a visit by Griffin would increase 
tensions. Since the Cronulla riots there 
has been a stark rise in Islamophobia 
and intolerable behaviour towards 
Australian Muslims, aggravated by the 
prevailing attitudes of some sections of 
Australia media. 

In Melbourne, one of the cities on 
Griffin's proposed tour, Griffin may 
wish to catch up with the spurned 
former boyfriend of the BNP rebels’ 
leader Sadie Graham, the martial arts 
expert Ross Diggings, who used to be 
responsible for providing security for 
the former far-right MP Pauline 
Hanson and Australia’s Blood and 
Honour bands. 

But Griffin would not receive a whol- 
ly united and warm welcome from 
the larger AFP. Brendan Gidley, the 

party’s Melbourne-based organiser, 

fis unimpressed by Griffin's pro- 
, posed visit, describing the APP as 
7 not true Australians. “They're 
not a real political force 
here, they're mainly ex- 
pats and not native 
Australians,” Gidley 
declared. 

A campaign in 
Australia to stop 
Griffin is picking 
up speed. The 
Bet hom ic 
Community 
Council of Australia 
has joined Muslim and 
Jewish leaders in promising 
to fight any decision to 
grant Griffin a _ visa. 


leader's trip 
to Australia 


the Australian High Commission. You ca 


of the bullet points below in your letter. 


li He has repeatedly denied the Holocaust h 


used to brainwash people into accepting im 


aim of racially vilifying people and causing s 
communities. 


@ Nick Griffin was refused entry into Austral 


The campaign group Fight Dem Back is 
planning to rally student and trade 
union groups in a campaign similar to 
the successful campaign run by the 


Australian Jewish community and 
Searchlight in the early 1990s to deny 
entry to the Holocaust liar David Irving. 

Searchlight has begun a campaign 
with postcards for antifascists to send 
to the Australian consulate here in 
London. The Labour MP Jon Cruddas 
and Searchlight representatives met 
the General Secretary of the 


| For 
fF Or more details of the campaign visit: www.hopenothate org.uk 


Searchlight has produced a postcard that we are urging readers to send to 


www.hopenothate.org.uk or calling 020 7681 8660. 


Alternatively you can write to John Dauth LVO, Australian High 
Commission, Strand London WC2B 4LA. You may wish to include some 


W® Nick Griffin has been convicted of incitement to racial hatred. 


and defaming the Jewish community while doing so. 
WM He believes the British media are under Jewish control and that the media are 


@ He uses inflammatory language and bends the laws to spread untruths with the 


@ He has forged close links and friendships with convicted terrorists worldwide. 


¥ Please post this to 
John Dauth LVO 


) Australian High 
Commission 


Strand 
London WC2B 4LA 


n order them by visiting 


appened, dismissing it as a‘Holohoax’ 


migration. 


uspicion and mistrust between 
iain 1998. 


Australian Labor Party, Tim Gartrell, 
to press him to make representations 
on the joint campaign’s behalf to the 
Australian Immigration Minister, 
Senator Chris Evans. 

Gartrell told Searchlight he would 
do “anything I can” to help keep 
Griffin out. “Australia is a modern, 
diverse country, moving in a positive 
direction. I don’t think it would do us 
any good to entertain someone with 
Nick Griffin’s track record and 
reputation,” he told us.. eg 


Bf Visit Fight Dem Back at: www.fightdemback.org 


THE BNP INSECU 


As Nick Griffin becomes ever 
more paranoid the BNP 
security team grows larger. 
Simon Cressy takes a closer 
look at the thugs behind the 
shades and bad haircuts. 


n August Nick Griffin, the 

British National Party leader, 

mounted the less than honest 

“truth truck” at this year’s Red 
White and Blue hate fest in deepest 
Derbyshire and delivered his 
keynote speech. Standing guard 
around him was an army of 
BNP security men and women 
ready to protect their leader 
whatever may. 

Gone were the cheap suits and 
white socks, replaced by army 
surplus combat fatigues and 
Chinese-made BNP sweatshirts. 
This was Griffin's very own 
private army. 

In charge that weekend was the less 
than savoury head of BNP security 
Martin Reynolds. Standing loyally by 
his side was his wife Linzi. 

Mr and Mrs Reynolds, who hail from 
the Leeds area, are somewhat of an 
“in joke” among party members because 
of their well documented and 
photographed involvement in the West 
Yorkshire swingers’ scene. Fortunately 
for everyone involved at the RWB they 
kept their clothes on this time. 

Reynolds appeared to be out of his 
depth. Panicked by the presence of anti- 
fascist demonstrators, he was heard on 
the radio yelling for help from the 


(below) Martin Reynolds 
(right) Clive Jefferson with Simone Clark 
(far right) John “Jock” Shearer 


police and anyone else in the 

vicinity, which resulted in 
the police instructing him to 
“breathe deep and calm down 
... there’s too many security on 
the main gate and it’s starting to 
look a bit shabby’. 

Despite having eight official 
members of BNP security and 
numerous vicious-looking thugs with 
him on the main gate, Reynolds was still 
scared at having to face 30 peaceful 
anti-fascists and called for help again, 
only to be told by a clearly angry 
controller “that’s enough”. 

Shortly after this, the police insisted 
that BNP security instituted a rota 
system instead of the current random 
mess where any violent thug is 
automatically deemed a member of the 
security team. 

Speaking of violent thugs, also on the 
security front line that weekend was 
Reynolds’s old friend and one-time 
right hand man John “Jock” Shearer. 

Shearer, who comes from Oldham 
and has connections with Ulster 
loyalist organisations in his native 
Scotland, is normally seen alongside 
Reynolds whenever security is required. 
However his far-right activities do not 
stop at acting as a bullyboy for Griffin 
and his party as he has made no secret 


of his involvement with the Racial 
Volunteer Force (RVF) and _ other 
violent extremist organisations. 

On the international nazi internet 
forum Stormfront, Shearer, posting as 
Jock Oldham, openly promotes RVF 
activities including a social held on 
2 August in the Manchester area, 
an event he attended in the company of 
the former Oldham BNP organiser, 
Anita Corbett. 

Shearer, who has a drugs conviction 
and is also believed to be involved with 
the nazi skinhead music set-up Blood 
and Honour and the nazi terror group 
Combat 18, was frozen out of the BNP 
after he openly supported Sadie 
Graham’s rebel faction in 2007. At that 
time he resigned his posts of deputy 
leader of the North West security team 
and senior moderator on the BNP 
members’ internet forum. 

However his fall from favour was 
short-lived and like many others he 
appears to have fallen on his sword and 
is now very much back in the BNP fold. 

Also on duty over the RWB weekend 
was Tommy Williams of the childish 
Covert Tactics website. 

Williams has become somewhat of an 
internet Rottweiler via the Covert 
website, some say at the request of 
Griffin himself. 


Covert’s highest profile victim was the 
BNP cultural officer Jonathan Bowden, 
who resigned from the party following a 
bitter dispute in which Williams 
labelled Bowden a “nonce”. It is believed 
that Bowden was forced out because of 
his support for Chris Jackson, who made 
an unsuccessful attempt to replace 
Griffin as leader in 2007. 

Bowden too is back on the BNP 
scene, playing a major role on the 
RWB’s political agenda and featuring as 
“special guest speaker” at a BNP meeting 
in Barking and Dagenham last month. 

Like Shearer, Williams has made no 
attempt to hide his support for violent 
far-right organisations and played an 
active role with the Wolf’s Hook 
Brotherhood, which folded after one 
member killed another with a bread 
knife in November 2006. 

At the RWB Williams stood side by 
side with his fellow security man Clive 
Jefferson, the BNP organiser for 
Copeland in Cumbria. Both were 
armed with digital cameras. Some of 
their photographs have appeared on the 
Redwatch website, which targets 
anyone the nazis do not like for attack. 

It seems Griffin is prepared to tear up 
the rulebook where the BNP security 
team is concerned. But when has 
Griffin ever followed rules? ~= 


Telling the story of the battle 
against racism and fascism in 
Britain during the last century 
this book from Searchlight is a 
celebration of our history. 
Charting the highs and lows 
of anti-fascism, From Cable 
Street to Oldham is a tribute to 
all those who have helped 
marginalise rightwing 
extremism over the years. 


Available now for only 


£5.99 


Price for Europe £8.49, rest of 
the world £10.49 (cash only or 
pay via Paypal at 
www.searchlightmagazine.com) 


Please send copies of 
From Cable Street to Oldham 


Address 


Postcode 


Return to Searchlight , 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


Cheques payable to 
Searchlight 


By Simon Cressy 


AN INVESTIGATION has been 
launched by Avon and Somerset police 
after it was revealed that a North 
Somerset pub played host to this year’s 
annual Blood and Honour Ian Stuart 
Donaldson memorial concert. 

One family reported how they 
had to flee their own home in fear 
after 800 nazis descended on the sleepy 
village of Redhill near Bristol on 
19-20 September. 

The Gooding family were horrified 
when they discovered several skinheads 
urinating on their driveway and garden. 
Sarah Gooding said: “My daughter 
was petrified. We ran into the house 
and I burst into tears. I told my 
husband, ‘I don't feel safe we've got 
to go. Our daughters were really, 
really frightened.” 

Her husband Paul said, “The event 
should never have been allowed in the 
first place. My first thoughts are that 
this shouldn't have been happening 
anywhere, let alone on my doorstep. 
But what I think is really irresponsible is 
that the brewery have been aware of 
similar problems in the past, and have 
failed to deal with them. 

“The Bungalow Inn has staged similar 
events in the past but now this has got to 
stop — something’s got to happen.” 

It is believed that a large number of 
the nazis had travelled from the 
Continent, including some who flew 


into nearby Bristol airport from eastern 
Europe. The concert was a tribute to 
Donaldson, the former frontman of the 
British nazi skinhead band Skrewdriver, 
who died in a car crash in Derbyshire on 
24 September 1993. 

Local residents managed to film the 
event. The footage clearly shows large 
numbers of skinheads, some draped 
in swastika flags and displaying other 
Nazi memorabilia. Chants including 
“Sieg Heil” can be heard clearly. 

Despite the eyewitness reports and 
video footage both Anne Carter, the 
licensee, and Ian Saunders, the manager, 
deny seeing any Nazi regalia or hearing 
racist chanting. 

The Bungalow Inn, which is owned 
by the West Country Wadworth 
brewery, said the booking was made in 
good faith for what they believed to be a 
scooter rally for 500 people. 

But people living locally said there 
were no scooters on site. 

Ms Carter said: “It was something we 
were totally unaware of and not happy 
to think it was happening on any part of 
our premises”. That may be so but how 
they failed to notice any nazi activity at 
the pub is baffling to say the least. 

The booking was made by the record 
company ISD, which bills itself as 
the world’s “oldest and most depend- 
able White Nationalist Movement 
CD label”. It had asked to use the 
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Nazis terrify Somerset villagers 


field for a scooter and music festival. 
North Somerset Council unwittingly 
granted a “temporary events notice” 
allowing live music and the sale 
of alcohol. 

Neighbourhood Inspector Steve Date 
said: “Police take any reported hate 
crime very seriously indeed. 

“We are conducting a thorough 
investigation into a complaint about 
racist chanting, including taking 
statements and reviewing film of the 
event. We are working with the local 
authority licensing department in 
connection with the licensing of 
this event.” 

The police have promised to monitor 
any applications made by the pub in 
the future. 

Several well known nazi bands 
played over the two-day event, 
including the UK bands Brutal Attack, 
Whitelaw and Blackout, as well as Kill 
Baby Kill from the Netherlands and 
the German band Sleipnir. ~= 
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HEALTH OFFICERS have described 
the shabby Blackpool hotel used 
by the British National Party for its 
annual conferences as “a hazard to 
humans” because of its filthy and 
unsanitary kitchens. 

Proving again how little he thinks 
of his membership, but not of 
their money, Nick Griffin used the 
dilapidated Kimberley Hotel on 
Blackpool's New South Promenade 
for his party’s annual conferences in 
2006 and 2007. 

A few months before Griffin and the 
BNP circus first rode into town, 
Blackpool council officials began 
investigating complaints from hotel 
guests who had experienced vomiting 
and diarrhoea. They were also told of 
guests being served uncooked food 
and meat that “smelt bad”. 

Peter Metcalf, the hotel’s former 
leaseholder, who had welcomed the 
BNP with open arms, admitted nine 


offences of breaching food hygiene 
safety rules and was found guilty of 
11 similar offences after a_ trial. 
He was fined £1,000 and ordered to 
pay £500 costs and the £15 victim 
surcharge by Blackpool magistrates. 

Metcalf was first visited by Blackpool 
Council officials in July 2006 and given 
numerous chances to clean up his 
disgusting kitchen but failed to do so. 
On another visit in August 2007 health 
inspectors found the kitchen was still 
“filthy”. The Blackpool Chronicle 
described how “Ceilings, walls, sockets, 
surfaces, pipes, floors, a cooker, fryer 
and freezer were greasy and dirty and 
food debris was scattered around. 
Black mould was on chopping boards, 
freezer seals and an_ ice-making 
machine. A wash basin was dirty and 
there were no paper towels.” 

Victoria Cartmell who prosecuted 
the case for Blackpool Council said: 
“Double cream in the fridge was past 


BNP conference hotel 
riithy and disgusting 


By David Williams 


its use-by date. Containers of ice- 
cream were stored next to boxes of 
raw bacon which could have caused 
cross-contamination of bacteria.’ 

Tim Coglan, head of trading 
standards at Blackpool Council 
told the Blackpool Chronicle: “The 
conditions were disgusting and 
totally unacceptable”. 

In his defence magistrates were told 
that Metcalf’s mother-in-law had 
been terminally ill at the time and he 
and his wife were travelling to 
Scotland to visit her. 

Metcalf has been declared bankrupt 
and the hotel is under new 
management who, if they are keen to 
clean up the hotel's reputation, will 
not welcome the BNP. Griffin may 
have difficulty finding a new venue 
for this autumn’s conference to 


match the cheap and nasty squalor to 
which his members have become 
accustomed. <a 
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Daily Mirror 
rallies HOPE not 


hate supporters 


(above) Eddie Izzard 

(below) Searchlight’s Matthew Collins, with 
The Rt Hon Hazel Blears and GMB General 
Secretary Paul Kenny 


ne of the highlights of the 
Labour Party conference was 
the HOPE not hate reception 
organised by Searchlight in 
conjunction with the Daily Mirror. 
Over 120 people packed into the 
excellent Rajdoot Tandoori restaurant 
for an evening of entertainment and 
great food. 

Among those attending were Dave 
Prentis and Paul Kenny, General 
Secretaries of Unison and the GMB; 
Ronnie Draper, President of the Bakers, 
Food and Allied Workers Union; and 
Graham Goddard, Deputy General 
Secretary of Unite the Union. 

The evening was hosted by Richard 
Wallace, editor of the Daily Mirror, who, 
in a short address to the crowd, expressed 
his full support for the campaign. “It is 
good to be connected to something 
that is really worthwhile,” he said. 
“This campaign has made a difference.” 

He was joined by Hazel Blears, 


Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government, who gave a 
barnstorming speech about the need to 
confront the BNP everywhere it raised 
its head. She particularly singled out 
Stoke-on-Trent, where the BNP will be 
a strong challenger if there is a Mayoral 
election next year. 

Blears was one of a number of MPs 
and MEPs at the reception. Others 
included the long-time Searchlight 
supporters Frank Dobson, Jon Cruddas, 
Martin Salter and Rob Flello. 

Nick Lowles, Searchlight editor, also 
welcomed a number of community 
activists, including several who had 
taken part in this year’s HOPE not hate 
bus tour. “This campaign is about real 
people in real communities,” he said. 
Introducing Paul Douglas, Chief 
Executive of Rotherham United, 
community worker Shabana Ahmed, 
also from Rotherham, and some young 
people from Hope School in Wigan, he 
declared: “It is great that we all have 
gathered here to show our support for 
HOPE not hate but these are the 
people who are carrying the message 
into the community.” 

There was a surprise appearance from 
the comedian and actor Eddie Izzard, 
who pledged his support for the 
campaign and promised to do what he 
could to help next year. 

Following a fantastic buffet, the 
audience watched a ten-minute film, 
combining the best bits of the two 
HOPE not hate tours. The film will be 
used to sign up supporters for next 
year’s campaign. 

The mood of the evening was best 


OVER 500 PEOPLE, most aged under 
25, attended an inspiring Love Music 
Hate Racism event in Burnley last 
month. The initiative came from 
young people who went to the 
national carnival commemorating the 
30th anniversary of Rock Against 
Racism, in London in April. 

Chris Keene, one of the organisers, 
said, “The event had a highly positive 
feel to it. Young people were moved 
by the national event, and want to 
make this an even bigger, regular 
event in Burnley, linking it in to the 


MUSIC INSPIRES 


HOPE not hate launched in the North West 


THE CAMPAIGN to stop Nick Griffin winning a European Parliament seat in next 
year's elections kicked off last month with the launch of HOPE not hate North 
West. Following the success of a similar group in Yorkshire, 
HnH-NW aims to coordinate the campaign against the British 
National Party and assist local anti-BNP groups in the area. 

The new group has already received support from most of the 
regional trade unions and links are currently being established 
with faith groups and community organisations. 

Anine-month action plan has been agreed by the North West 
TUC, consisting of material and anti-BNP toolkits distributed to branches 
throughout the region and a coordinated approach by the participating unions. 

The task facing the new group is huge. The BNP could win an MEP in the region 
with as little as 7.5% of the vote, depending on how votes are divided between the 
other parties. Just 9% of the vote will guarantee the BNP a seat, whatever the 
distribution of the other votes. 

Given that the BNP secured 6.4% with little or no campaigning in 2004, the fascists 
will be hopeful. Their task will be made easier by the decline of the UK 
Independence Party, which polled 12.2% last time, the current political 
unpopularity of Labour and the absence of local borough elections. 

The job of HnH-NW is simple - it is to mobilise those voters opposed to the BNP. 
Meetings have already been held in several parts of the region and many more are 
planned over the coming months. Several local HOPE not hate groups are being 
formed. 

To get in touch with HnH-NW email us at northwest@hopenothate.org.uk. 


SURE THE NGATH WEST IS A 
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(above) Rajdoot Tandoori manager Sant Mali 
(below) Mick Rix 


Yorkshire day school 


OVER FIFTY activists from across “We have been successful in 
Yorkshire met in Rotherham last defeating the BNP in West Yorkshire 


summed up by the Daily Mirror's 
Associate Editor Kevin Maguire. 
“It was a really great night. It was very 


different from the usual type of 
conference reception. It was in a great 
setting, the food was fantastic, people 
enjoyed themselves but most 
importantly it rallied the Labour 
Movement to a great cause.” 
Searchlight took the opportunity to 
thank the Daily Mirror for its support for 
the campaign. “At a time when most in 
the media are running an anti-immigrant 
agenda the Daily Mirror has gone out on 
a limb and taken a lead in the fight 
against the BNP,” said Lowles. Plans are 
already under way for an even greater 


month to discuss plans to prevent 
the BNP from winning a seat in 
next summer's European elections. 
Addressed by the MEPs Linda McAvan 
and Richard Corbett, Unite Deputy 
General Secretary Graham Goddard, 
the Rotherham MPs Denis MacShane 
and John Healy and the TUC regional 
secretary Bill Adams, the event 
mapped out a strategy for next year. 
Workshops discussing community 
campaigning, tackling the BNP and 
running an election day operation 
gave the audience practical tips 


but they are emerging as a serious 
threat in South Yorkshire,’ says 
Lorraine Fitzsimons, coordinator of 
HOPE not hate Yorkshire. “The 
conference gave us a framework to 
begin organising locally.’ 
Recognising the different battle 
needed for the European election, 
Lorraine added: “This will be a 
turnout campaign. We have to 
organise differently to how we have 
in the past as this election is about 
turning out anti-BNP voters, which 
often means campaigning in areas 


collaboration over the coming year. 


YOUNG PE@ert 


annual May Day festival. We hope to 
get back to a point where 
spontaneous anti-racist events are 
commonplace across Lancashire.’ 
Everyone involved was delighted that 
a new generation of Burnley people are 
prepared to come out and make a 
stand to challenge racism and fascism. 
The event was opened by the local MP 
Kitty Ussher, who also hopes it will 
become a regular activity. The crowning 
moment was when young organisers 
spoke, delivering readings in their own 
words to the cheering crowds. 


about localised campaigning. where the BNP is not active.’ 


Pamphlet launched 


SEARCHLIGHT HAS co-sponsored a “fighting the BNP” publication produced by the 
Association of Liberal Democrat Councillors (ALDC). The campaign pack was 
released at last month's Liberal Democrat conference and is a fantastic guide for 
councillors and candidates faced with a BNP threat. 

The ALDC has been consistent in its campaigning against the BNP and has 
encouraged local parties and candidates to adopt a robust and uncompromising 
attitude to the fascists. Dismissing the argument that the BNP is best ignored, this 
strategy has been proved to work in several areas of northern England. 
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Look what crawled out of the woodwork 


By Sonia Gable 


WHO LEAKED THE Advisory 
Council’s minutes was the big question 
after last month’s Searchlight revealed 
the secret discussions at a meeting of 
the British National Party's leading 
national officers. 

As party members and, more so, those 
on the periphery — nazi hardliners for 
whom the BNP was always too 
moderate and various dissident former 
members who have in common only 
that they have clashed with Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader — opened a 
book on the identity of the mole and 
whether he or she was working for 
Searchlight, the “state”, or both, Griffin 
acted fast to stem the speculation and 
distrust that was damaging his party. 

The leaks have been “tracked down to 
industrial-strength spyware viruses on 
several key officials’ computers”, wrote 
Griffin on 19 September, stringing 
together a few technical terms he had 
doubtless picked up from one of the 
BNP’s South African computer whiz 
kids and betraying his ignorance of the 
difference between spyware and viruses. 

Searchlight’s exposé also prompted 
some BNP officers to question why 
the Advisory Council’s proceedings 
were secret in the first place. 
Martin Wingfield, editor of the BNP’s 
Voice of Freedom newspaper, wrote that 
he had no problem with us publishing 
what took place at AC meetings, “I only 
wish that we had published it first on 
our website. Openness in politics should 
be the hallmark of the BNP to set us 
apart from the corrupt old gang.” 

Sensing the mood, Griffin 
announced that the party would now 
become more “open and transparent” to 
its members and indeed everyone. 
“Secrecy suggests you have something 
to hide.” So minutes of the next two 
AC meetings would be published on 
the party website as an experiment, 
which would then be reviewed. 

Of course they would be a sanitised 
version. Moments before going on about 
the virtues of openness, Griffin had said 
that the AC meeting had discussed 
several new initiatives but he could not 
make all of these things public. 

Three days after the AC meeting a 
somewhat anodyne set of minutes duly 
appeared, minus anything as controversial 
as Griffin's comment at the July meeting 


that Voice of Freedom was “ineffective”. 
Of passing interest was the AC’s review 
of the Young BNP “in the light of recent 
publicity” — about the BNP teaching 
12-year-olds to use knives while claiming 
to make a stand on knife crime. The AC 
recommended “expansion into fields such 
as outdoor pursuits”. 

This was also the meeting tasked with 
choosing each region’s motion to the 
party's annual conference (strangely 
regions do not decide on their own 
motions) including one from the South 
East calling for a ban on all meat from 
non-stunned animals, i.e. halal and 
kosher. No surprise there. 

What really was interesting was the 
presence of Richard Edmonds, 
introduced by Griffin as a “participating 
observer” on the grounds that his 
“previous experience of rapid growth 
phases within the movement’s history 
would prove valuable at this time”. 

Edmonds was second-in-command 
to John Tyndall, the BNP’s founder 
whom Griffin displaced as leader in 
1999. Active since the days of the 
National Front in the 1970s, he is 
known internationally for his extreme 
antisemitism and connections with neo- 
nazi groups. His participation at the 
meeting was described as “an experiment 
which would be assessed by him and 
Mr Griffin before deciding whether he 
would in future join the AC as a full 
member”, though on his blog later 
Griffin dropped the “experiment” bit. 
So much for the BNP’s claims that it is 
no longer antisemitic. “Old differences 
between genuine nationalists need to be 
buried,” explained Griffin. 

In another reaction to critics inside 
and outside the BNP, the AC agreed to 
publish information about staff wages 
“using a banding system” and without 
identifying individuals, to prove Griffin’s 
assertion that BNP staff are not living in 
luxury at the expense of party members. 

And after several years of Searchlight 
complaining about the BNP getting 
away with paying officers and staff on a 
self-employed basis to avoid national 
insurance contributions, the party 
treasurer reported that to demonstrate 
“good housekeeping” the press officer 
and director 
would be brought onto the 
employee payroll. 


Olesapublicitys yee 


The press officer is of course Simon 
Darby, whom Searchlight identified last 
month as one of the people incorrectly 
paid outside the PAYE system. But the 
reference to the director of publicity is 
curious. On 14 December 2007, a week 
into the internal rebellion, the BNP 
announced that the post of director of 
publicity, occupied by Mark Collett, 
one of the rebels’ chief hate figures, had 
been abolished and the role broken up. 
The BNP’s current list of national 
officers does not mention the post, but 
it seems that on the quiet Griffin has 
reinstated his close friend though there 
is no sign that he can do the job any 
better than before. 

Our exposure of the BNP’s Deeside 
industrial unit last month also troubled 
Griffin, causing him to erupt in an 
outburst about “left-inspired media 
pressure” on the property’s owners, “pro- 


Labour Marxists”, “threats and 
intimidation’, “bought-and-paid-for 
senior police officers”, “criminal 


conspirators” and an “illegal low-level 
terrorist campaign’. He is now 
“contingency planning” in case the 
BNP’s two-month lease is not renewed. 

Any money saved on rent could pay 
for a course of treatment for Griffin’s 
growing paranoia. ~= 
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Gerry Gable looks back at the early days of Searchlight 


hen = Searchlight _ first 
appeared as a magazine in 
February 1975 it already had 
a strong track record. 
Between 1965 and 1968 Searchlight was 
published as an occasional broadsheet 
which campaigned against racism 
and fascism from a somewhat liberal 
perspective but, unlike the magazine 
today, made little use of the intelligence 
being gathered about the far right and 
its activities. 

After two excellent editors, the 
Labour MPs Reg Freeson and Joan 
Lester MP, who left to take up Cabinet 
posts in the Wilson Government as 
Housing Minister and Minister for 
Overseas Aid respectively, it fell to me, 
Searchlight’s research editor, to take up 
the baton. 

Like some other anti-fascists and 
anti-racists at the time, I felt that the 
paper was not having the right impact. 
So I closed it down, replacing it by a 
press bureau that produced occasional 
bulletins and booklets and rapidly built 
national and international links with 
likeminded people. 

Searchlight became the first port of 
call for print, TV and radio journalists 
writing about the National Front in 
the 1970s, which grew to 17,500 
members ranging from hardline nazis 
to Tory diehards united in their racism 
and antisemitism. 

In late 1974 we published a booklet 
surveying Britain's far right partly to 
test the market for this type of 
information. A well oiled nazi machine 
sold like hot cakes and three months 
later the magazine was launched. 

A bit tatty and often ungrammatical, 
it was produced by a small team based 
in Birmingham and Essex and prepared 
often as not on my kitchen table. 
From the first issue it was led by the 
mounting intelligence coming in from 
inside the far right here and abroad. 

Essentially the magazine had four 


aims. The first was to investigate and 
expose, by analysing and using the 
intelligence we gathered from the 
highest echelons of the NF and even 
more extreme groups. Information from 
our own trained intelligence operatives, 
whom we infiltrated into the far right, 
was complemented by a stream of 
defectors who had lost their faith in 
fascism and racism or sought some 
personal or political gain. 

Our second aim was to publish news 
stories about far-right activities which 
attracted media interest and caught the 
imagination of the anti-racist and anti- 
fascist movement. 

The third was to educate. Maurice 
Ludmer, a trade unionist who became 
president of Birmingham ‘Trades 
Council, then the biggest body of its 
kind in Western Europe, worked with 
me from the 1960s and edited the 
magazine until he died in 1981. 
Maurice saw the vital need for 
education and from his experience in 
the earliest postwar anti-racist 
campaigns coined the phrase, still so 
important today, “We must teach anti- 
racists to be anti-fascist and anti-fascists 
to be anti-racist”. 

Our final aim was to use our 
knowledge to help the broadest body 
of anti-fascists to build a non-sectarian 
movement. 

The magazine very quickly gained 
a reputation as the primary source 
for anyone who wanted to know 
about the extreme right and over 
the years published hundreds of 
groundbreaking investigations and 
news stories, as well as more analytical 
articles staking out the ground for 
resistance to racism and fascism. 

The early years saw some spectacular 
successes through the work of some 
very brave individuals who worked 
under great pressure and risk to expose 
the truth about the enemies of 
democracy. Many cannot be named 


here, some are still active, but one of the 
most high profile was Ray Hill. 

A onetime violent follower of 
Britain’s nazi leader Colin Jordan, he 
experienced a slow but complete change 
of heart while living in South Africa. 
He contacted us after he returned to 
Britain and for the next few years 
worked for us deep among the nazi 
terrorists both here and in Europe. 

While still under cover he made a 
World in Action television documentary 
about British nazis armed with guns 
and explosives. Almost single-handedly 
he destroyed the extreme nazi British 
Movement, setting it back for years. 
He completely destroyed the British 
Democratic Party and its leader, the 
Leicester solicitor Anthony Reed 
Herbert, and was on the top table when 
John Tyndall set up the British 
National Party. 

Ray went on to make a series of 
TV documentaries and wrote a book 
with Andrew Bell, the producer of 
the programmes. 

Maurice built up a great deal of 
goodwill in the trade union movement 
though nothing on the scale of our trade 
union support today. He assembled a 
formidable team of writers, many 
serious, some humorous — yes we have 
always seen humour as a vital weapon 
against bigots. 

The playwright David Edgar thanked 
us for our help with his first major play, 
Destiny, and rewarded us with many 
excellent columns in the magazine. 
Professor Michael Billig, a leading social 
psychologist, wrote regularly for the 
magazine as did many others who have 
gone on to become leading journalists. 

After Maurice’s untimely death in 
1981, various people took charge until 
my return as editor in 1983. I stood 
down in 1999 handing over to Steve 
Silver and Nick Lowles as joint editors, 
but remained as publisher. In 2005 Nick 
became the sole editor. ~<a 
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400 and still fighting 


Nick Lowles looks at how Searchlight has changed in recent years 


earchlight magazine has 
evolved over the past 23 years 
and will no doubt do so again in 
the years to come. However the 
fundamentals will remain the same. 

During the early 1990s Searchlight 
reflected the changing scene on the 
British far right. The traditional fascist 
parties, the National Front and British 
National Party, were small and 
politically irrelevant and much of our 
focus was on the extra-parliamentary 
right, especially the emergence of an 
anti-state and terrorist ideology that 
derived from the United States. 

Initially this was spread through a 
number of nazi book clubs but later it 
was crystallised through Combat 18 
(C18), a violent nazi group that took 
its name from the first and eighth 
letters of the alphabet, 1 and 8 - AH - 
Adolf Hitler. 

Searchlight followed the formation 
of C18, from its early days as a 
stewards’ group for the BNP to its 
attempted bombing campaigns in the 
late 1990s. 

As always, Searchlight combined 
reportage with propaganda and we 
can take partial credit for C18’s demise 
in 1998, as the group descended into 
internal warfare and many of its 
leaders were imprisoned. 

A particular success occurred in the 
1996-8 period when a succession of 
Searchlight exclusives shut down the 
production of nazi music in_ this 
country. This cut off a very rich seam of 
money flowing into the movement, 
some of which went directly into 
funding terrorism. 

It was also Searchlight, in March 
1999, that broke the story of nazis 
serving in the British Army. This was 
just one of several stories that was 
taken up by the national press. It was 
Searchlight that first revealed that 
David Copeland, the London 
nailbomber who killed three people 
and injured hundreds more in 1999, 
was an active fascist. 

Three investigations that really stick 
out for me were the three-part exclusive 


into attempts by British and European 
fascists to launch a race war in South 
Africa shortly before Nelson Mandela 
became President; the exposé that the 
BNP leader’s personal bodyguard was 
suspected of being a Liverpool gunman 
responsible for several murders; and a 
two-part story about human trafficking 
from North Africa. 

All three stories were not without 
personal and_ organisational _ risk. 
Our investigation into the fascist 
mercenaries heading to South Africa 
caught the interest of South African 
intelligence and we spent several 
weeks dodging the attention of Cliff 
Saunders, one of the main apartheid 
intelligence operatives in Europe 
during the 1980s. 


We Searchlight is a terrific 
campaigner and the 
Daily Mirror’ delighted to 
work very closely with it to 
champion Hope not Hate. 
The rise of the far right and 
BNP underlines why 
Searchlight will be as important 
over the next 400 issues as it 
was in the last 400.- 
Richard Wallace, 

Editor, Daily Mirror 


The revelations about gunman Joey 
Owens led the police to warn me 
personally that they had picked up 
intelligence that my life was in danger. 
The third story, the appalling tale 
of human misery and exploitation, 
led a journalist to put his life at risk 
in North Africa while posing as a 
people smuggler. 

However, the real heroes of our 
magazine are those who feed us 
the information in the first place. 
There have been dozens of people 
who have infiltrated nazi and racist 


organisations for Searchlight over the 
years, and many more who realised 
the errors of their ways and came to us 
with information. | would like to pay 
tribute to Matthew Collins, who 
provided information during the early 
C18 phase, and Darren Wells, whose 
inside information from within the 
leadership of C18 helped stop further 
disturbances in Oldham and at least 
one bombing campaign. Finally, | 
would like to mention Andy Sykes, 
whose role as Bradford BNP organiser 
helped oversee the demise of the 
party in that city. Both Collins and 
Sykes are now dedicating themselves 
to fighting fascism. 

In more recent years Searchlight has 
taken ona more campaigning role and 
this has been reflected in the 
magazine. On the ground reports, 
campaigning tips and more strategic 
overviews are now commonplace in 
the magazine. 

In 2006 the HOPE not hate campaign 
was launched and over the past two 
years our work has been supported by 
the Daily Mirror. Two national bus 
tours, campaign videos, localised 
leaflets and tabloid newspapers have 
all taken Searchlight’s expertise into 
the community. 

The magazine has also changed. 
In 2007 we began producing a 
quarterly full-colour Extra and also 
raised several thousand pounds for our 
colleagues in Russia who are facing an 
unbelievably violent onslaught. 

In June 2008 Searchlight produced a 
seminal article about the future of 
anti-fascism. Entitled Where Now? 
it challenged many of the orthodoxies 
of traditional anti-fascist activity and 
called for a more localised strategy to 
defeating the BNP. 

Nothing is static and Searchlight will 
continually change to adapt to the 
challenges we face. However, our 
basic approach will remain the same 
as those set out when Searchlight 
first appeared in 1975. Searchlight will 
remain dedicated to _ defeating 
fascism. ~~ 


BNP not welcome 


VOTERS IN HAMPSTEAD, northwest 
London, dealt the British National 
Party an ignominious defeat at a 
by-election on 25 September after all 
the other parties condemned the 
BNP’s presence. 

Expressing her disgust, the Labour 
candidate Larraine Revah said “It is 
a Jewish area and you've got to 
think why they chose this area” 
The Conservative, Stephen Phillips, 
said their presence was “a disgrace” 
and called for a high turnout “so that 
the BNP get the message that they 
are not welcome in Hampstead or 
anywhere else”. 

Simon Darby, the BNP’s press 
officer, claimed that London had 
become more of a focus for the party 
since it won a seat on the London 
Assembly. Residents were not 
impressed, giving the BNP a mere 
29 votes — 1% of the poll. 

The BNP did a bit better a week 
earlier in Leeds. Although Peter 
Hollings, the party's candidate, came 
fourth, his 556 votes in Farnley and 
Wortley gave him 12.7%, putting him 
ahead of the Conservative candidate 
in a fiercely fought ward where there 
was little to separate the Green, 
Liberal Democrat and Labour votes. 

Racists have never had much 
success in Scotland and a Glasgow 
City Council by-election in Baillieston 
ward on 18 September was no 
exception. In the first round of the 
count, which used the _ single 
transferable vote system, the BNP’s 
Charles Baillie won just 73 votes, 
coming sixth out of nine candidates, 
with 1.4%. He took another eight 
votes transferred from lower-placed 
candidates in subsequent rounds until 
he himself was excluded in the fifth 
round, when the largest part of his 
vote transferred to the Conservative. 

Earlier, on 4 September, Mike 
Ashburner took the BNP into bottom 
place in a by-election in Newbarns 
ward, Barrow-in-Furness. In a low poll 
with four candidates, his 104 votes 
amounted to 11.4%. 

The BNP also contested a town 
council by-election on 18 September 
in the West Country, where the party 
has been very active. The BNP website 
described Lee Hancock's 18.5% in 
Evesham as “impressive”, but omitted 
to point out that Hancock, the party's 
Worcestershire organiser, came last of 
just three candidates who contested 
the seat. 


IS 


Star-struck BNP 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY was left without a candidate in a 
Braintree council by-election after the daughter of the late EastEnders star Mike 
Reid pulled out. 

Simon Darby, the BNP’s deputy leader, had titillated his blog readers with 
news that a relative of a “household name” was going to stand as a BNP 
candidate. But no sooner had he revealed Angela Reid’s name and sung her 
praises than she withdrew her nomination an hour before the deadline amid 
fears that she would be branded a nazi. 

Darby had played up the celebrity connection for all its worth, hoping to milk 
it for votes. This was somewhat ironic considering what the BNP said a few 
months ago after 16-year-old Ben Kinsella, whose sister was an EastEnders 
actress, became the 17th teenager murdered in London this year. 

“When Brooke Kinsella acted in Eastenders,” stated the BNP website, “little 
did she know that by promoting the multi culti image of Britain, and the joy of 
political correctness, she was promoting a policy that will unfortunately lead to 
the death of increasing numbers of white and black children.” 

Darby, however, learned nothing from the humiliation. A week later the star- 
struck blogger was announcing the support of “one of Britain’s top fashion 
models”. According to the BNP she had taken “the brave step ... when she was 
passing a roadside stand supporting Len Heather”, a BNP candidate in a 
Basildon by-election. 

A day later the euphoria had evaporated. All references to her had disappeared 
from Darby’s blog and the BNP website after McAvoy had been contacted by a 
journalist from The Sun to whom she refused to give a comment. Presumably 
with the spotlight upon her she was able better to appreciate the effect on her 
career of a public association with the racist party. Darby, however, failed to 
spread the news to other BNP-supporting websites, which still carry the story. 


The picture of Lauren 
McAvoy with Len Heather 
that appeared, then 
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Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Mission Disrepute 


AFTER THE excitement of his trip to 
Cologne for an anti-Islam congress last 
month, Richard Barnbrook, the British 
National Party's man in the London 
Assembly, rapidly had to face reality. 
In Barking and Dagenham, where 
Barnbrook doubles as the deputy leader 
of the 12-strong BNP group of borough 
councillors, the local Standards 
Committee, which deals with 
complaints about councillors’ behaviour, 
had just ordered Barnbrook to make a 
full and public apology for bringing the 
council and his position into disrepute. 

Being a BNP member is disreputable 
enough by itself, but the particular 
matter that had been brought to the 
attention of the Standards Committee 
was Barnbrook’s hijacking of the 
copyright name “Mothers Against 
Knives” for his own campaign, which 
was concerned not so much with knife 
crime as such, rather with blaming it 
on immigrants. 

Barnbrook is also required, if he has 
not done so already, to make a formal 
public apology to the two women who 
started the real Mothers Against Knives 
campaign. He must also ensure that 
his conduct in any campaigns or 
petitions in future does not bring the 
council into disrepute. 

The ink was barely dry on that 
decision when Barnbrook was spouting 
off about “his” knife crime campaign 
again. In a filmed interview on his 
official London Assembly blog he 
claimed he was the first person to have 
the idea of campaigning against knife 
crime and laid into Val Rush, the 
Barking and Dagenham Executive 
Member for Safer Neighbourhoods and 
Communities, accusing her of jumping 
on Ais bandwagon. 

He went on to attack a local 
clergyman for appearing in a Barking 
and Dagenham newspaper campaigning 
against knives, saying it was “disgusting” 
that he should do Labour’s “dirty work” 
and that he “should be kept outside the 


political arena’. Freedom for a 
clergyman or anyone else decide for 
themselves what they want to do seems 
to be an alien concept for Tricky Dicky. 

Finally he tried to bring Barking and 
Dagenham into disrepute by referring 
to a murder of a young woman in an 
educational institution in Barking and 
Dagenham, two murders on the 
borough’s streets and a girl threatening 
to murder another girl in a borough 
secondary school. Investigations show 
that not one of these incidents occurred 
in Barking and Dagenham. Another 
close encounter with the Standards 
Committee seems likely. 

No less disreputable was Barnbrook’s 
visit to Cologne for the weekend of 19- 
21 September, where he cosied up to all 
manner of fascists and antisemites, while 
prominently displaying his London 
Assembly name badge. While one can 
laugh at the way he never goes anywhere 
without it, using it to boost his sense of 
his own importance, the fact is that 
wearing it gives the public impression 
that he was at the failed racist jamboree 
as an official representative of London. 

London's mayor Boris Johnson 
would certainly not want Barnbrook 
representing the city anywhere. 
Barnbrook recently complained that, 
“Mayor Boris doesn't like interacting 
with me at all”, a comment prompted by 
Johnson's pithy answers to Barnbrook’s 
latest set of written questions and his 
dismissal at last month’s Assembly 
meeting of Barnbrook’s verbal question 
about “violence and intimidation” at the 
Notting Hill Carnival. 

Before Barnbrook could put the one 
question allowed to him at the meeting, 
the Chair of the Assembly, Jennette 
Arnold, who has the measure of 
the BNP Assemblyman, instructed the 
camera operator not to show him in 
close-up on the live webcast. The reason 
for this highly unusual action was that 
he was in breach of Standing Order 
2.11, which requires members of the 


Barnbrook (left) with BNP leader Nick Griffin 


Assembly and the public not to bring 
material, such as banners and posters, 
into the meeting that brings the 
chamber into disrepute by promoting 
any political party. Viewers were left 
with his disembodied voice over a wide- 
angle shot of the hall. It did not detract 
from his speech, which was still the 
usual racist rubbish. 

Although Barnbrook does not much 
like clergymen, he is quite keen to 
promote the celebration of Christmas if 
he can use it to put down other religious 
festivals. So one of Barnbrook’s written 
questions asked: “From December 7th 
until December 31st City Hall has 
announced that it will be celebrating a 
minority religious festival. Will the 
Mayor explain what provisions he is 
making in order to celebrate Christmas 
— the main festival in the Christian 
calendar in the capital city of a 
traditionally Christian country?” 

“I have asked officers to ensure there 
is a suitably jolly Christmas tree at City 
Hall,” replied Johnson, giving 
Barnbrook’s question the full attention 
it deserved. Likewise when Barnbrook 
went on at length about “politically 
correct indoctrination” in schools, 
Johnson quickly put him straight: 
“Education policy is currently a matter 
for the government”. 

Barnbrook, who surely has aspirations 
beyond London, beyond even the British 
government, to a seat in the European 
Parliament, was not happy at this 
reminder that a Member of the London 
Assembly has very little power at all. 


Peter Turpin: 
depressed caravaner 
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Councillor insults villagers 


“There are parts of it you wouldn't want to be at night and 
parts you certainly wouldn't want to live,’ was the 
ungrammatical verdict of one of the BNP’s Epping Forest 
district councillors on the East Coast village of Jaywick, 
which he described on the Epping Forest BNP blog as a 
resembling a shanty town. 

Jaywick, near Clacton-on-Sea, is a long way from the 
Epping Forest District boundary, but Councillor Peter Turpin 
does have a connection: he has a caravan there. 

“| have been going there for quite a few years now,’ he told 
the local Gazette. “It seems to be getting worse. It is quite 
depressing to go there. 

“They should have proper houses with gardens, and 
not live in holiday homes like that,’ he continued, 
seemingly oblivious to the irony of such a statement coming 
from a caravaner. 

Turpin claimed the BNP was the only party that could turn 
around the area, though it did not yet have a candidate to 
stand for election. 

Although parts of Jaywick certainly are very deprived, 
Essex County Council has recently taken the lead in guiding 
the regeneration process and has obtained a commitment 
from the Minister for Local Government to examine the 
possibility of government funding. The last thing the area 
needs is a self-important BNP councillor sticking his nose in. 
If he finds the place depressing, he can always hitch up his 
caravan and leave. 

Two days after Turpin’s attack on Jaywick, Epping 
Forest's BNP councillors had turned to bigger questions. 
Boasting they were the only ones to vote against setting up 
a multi-faith forum in Epping Forest district, their tiny minds 
were in danger of severe overheating when they tried to 
justify their stand. 

“Are the people behind this forum stating that there is 
more than one God?” they asked rhetorically. “Or are they 
saying there is only one God. It gets confusing. In fact it has 
been reported that there are 170 religions in this country, 
therefore if there is a God it means that 169 of them have got 
it wrong. They will all say that their God is the true God, but 
we know this is impossible. The real God must be going 
mad, all those religions preaching to the wrong God. 
We all know that the real God is a...” 


Council candidate insults town 
COUNCILLOR PETER TURPIN seems not to be the 


only BNP man to think insulting voters is the way to win 
their support. The BNP candidate in this month's 
Kirklees Council by-election in Dewsbury East branded 
Dewsbury an “enriched slum” on the MySpace social 
networking website last month. 

Joe Barber, who sings for the BNP’s Great White 
Records under the name Joey Smith, is hoping to win 
the seat vacated by the former BNP councillor Colin 
Auty, who stood down from the council in August seven 
weeks after quitting the BNP. 

Carl Morphett, spokesman for anti-fascist group 
Kirklees Unity, said: “It’s what you expect from the BNP. 
They try to concoct this false impression that they love 
the town. 

“People genuinely love Dewsbury and Joe Barber who 
doesn’t come from the town obviously doesn’t care for it. 
If he thinks Dewsbury is a slum, what hope have people 
got with a BNP councillor who has no regard for the 
town whatsoever? 

“Dewsbury East has had a BNP councillor and it’s 
obviously made no difference whatsoever.” 


Great white hope 
Joe Barber 


Another broken promise 
A BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY councillor has 


been accused of failing to deliver on her pledge for 
change when she abstained in a vote over the future of 
a primary school. 

Emma Colgate, the BNP’s sole member on Thurrock 
Council, ignored angry residents at last month’s council 
meeting protesting against plans to close Chadwell 
Primary School without consultation. 

The debate was acrimonious, with the ruling 
Conservatives blaming government policies and 
Labour accusing the Conservatives of picking on 
a Labour stronghold and looking at the potential for 
selling valuable land to fund a shortfall in their budget. 

But politics took precedence over the BNP’s election 
claim that it would speak for local people. Afraid to align 
herself with either Labour or the Conservatives, Colgate, 
who works as researcher for the BNP’s London 
Assembly member Richard Barnbrook, copped out by 
abstaining in a vote on a Labour motion that merely 
wanted to register the Conservative council's failure to 
save the school. 


Kick it out 


By Matthew Collins 


lymouth Argyle of the Football 
League Championship made 
rare national headlines earlier 
this year when two fans 
shouting racist comments were 
ejected and banned for life from the 
club's Home Park ground for racially 
abusing Watford’s Jordan Stewart. 

The headlines were not so much 
about the life ban but the fact that 
racism had reared its ugly head at a 
professional football match in 
England for the first time in what 
seemed like years. 

It is rare that football gets a pat on 
the back in this country. The national 
game has a reputation as a refuge 
for oversexed, overpaid and 
underperforming athletes lurching 
from one misdemeanour to another 
with scant regard for anything or 
anyone else. 

The ejected Plymouth fans may tell a 
different story. Both willingly handed 
themselves over to stewards when 
something akin to a Plymouth lynch 
mob moved against them. 

The change in attitudes on the 
terraces will be highlighted this month 
when all England's 92 league clubs will 
host over 1,000 community activities 
to drive home the antiracist message. 

During 16-28 October, the antiracist 
pressure groups Kick It Out and Show 
Racism The Red Card will flex their 
considerable muscles to help people 
take the lessons they are learning 
inside football grounds during the 
Football Against Racism in Europe 
(FARE) fortnight out of the grounds 
and into their everyday lives. 

Kick It Out is rightly proud of the 
changes in terrace culture. In getting 
football clubs to host exhibitions of 
art, dance and youth theatre, the 
national game is delivering an 


antiracist initiative that is the largest of 
its kind in the world. 


According to Danny Lynch, the 
communications officer for Kick It Out, 
slowly but surely the message that 
racism is unacceptable is taking hold 
with supporters of the national team 
too. The racist abuse directed recently 
at England footballer Emil Heskey by 
sections of the Croatian crowd was 
met with vocal disapproval from the 
English fans who got right behind 
the often demonised Wigan striker. 

“We think we've got it just about 
right,’ says Lynch. “We're not going to 
be complacent about the threat of 
racism ever, but people look at our 
football grounds and supporters and 
they see all the usual energy, passion, 
heartbreaks and disappointments, but 
they don't hear the sort of things you 
hear elsewhere in Europe.” 

Lynch is right; racism at football 
grounds in Europe is widespread and 
not only in the east. Both Spain and 
Italy are suffering the sort of sickening 
behaviour that was synonymous with 
the English game in the 1970s and 
1980s. Last month the referee of a 
game between Real Betis and their 
bitter rivals Seville reported Betis fans 
to the league for displaying fascist and 
racist flags, a brave step when racism is 
considered to infect even the Spanish 
national team’s head coach. 

“We've made antiracism a brand in 
England,’ says Lynch. “Kick It Out 
hoardings are at every ground. 
As an organisation supported by 
the Football Association, Professional 
Footballers Association, the Premier- 
ship and the Football Foundation, 
football supporters see us as a part of 
the game.’ 

Kick It Out is the lead partner in 
the European initiative on racism in 
football. Croatia has been fined a 
number of times for their fans’ 
behaviour and the FA has gone to FIFA 
(the world game’s governing body) 


oo, news 


www. kickitout.org 


and demanded an inquiry into the 
Heskey incident. 

“A change is going to have to 
happen in those countries where 
racism is still rife and | think it will,’ 
Lynch continues. “As an initiative in 
Europe, | feel antiracism has a 
tremendous friend in Michel Platini, 
the President of UEFA. 

“We have the real privilege to work 
with some of the most talented 
footballers to ever grace our national 
game and they'll tell you that since our 
campaign started in 1993, the lives of 
both ethnic footballers and football 
fans have changed dramatically for 
the better. 

“What may sadly still go on outside 
of the ground is not accepted in the 
ground. That’s not just because of 
the change in laws, that’s down to a 
fundamental shift in the culture of the 
game and the people it attracts and 
caters for.’ 

Lynch admits that while there is 
more work to be done at grassroots 
level, there also lie further challenges 
for the professional game. 

“England recently won the Gay 
World Cup, beating Argentina. 
It's only a matter of time before a gay 
footballer decides it is time to come 
out and make a stand. We're already 
committed to tackling homophobia 
head-on as an issue. When the 
footballer is ready, no matter who he is 
or who he plays for, Kick It Out will 
stand shoulder to shoulder with that 
person and drive homophobia finally 
out of the game too. 

“The face of English football and its 
football fans is changing. Ask those 
two from Plymouth what they found 
out very, very quickly.” ~ 
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Driving Mr Darby 


by Matthew Collins 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party’s 
Deputy Leader and Press Officer, 
Simon Darby, really does have a 
political purpose in his life. And I’m 
sure you've all been wondering exactly 
what that is (other than writing London 
Assembly member Dicky Barnbrook’s 
blog for him while trying to steer him 
away from the temptations of excessive 
alcohol consumption). 

His purpose could also explain why 
it costs so much to call the BNP’s press 
office. The party has to recoup, 
somehow, the cost of the large amount 
of time that Darby spends on the 
phone to party Fuhrer Nick Griffin 
asking his opinion on a host of 
worrying tribulations. 

Perhaps it was a subtle reminder for 
Darby’s sake that the purpose of his 
own nasal blogging was to worship 
his leader in every imaginable way. 
So Simon had a rare and presumably 
wonderful treat last month when he got 
to ride in the front passenger seat of the 
Fihrers car. I for one felt deeply 
touched to see the pictures of Darby 
perched on what we assume was a 
cushion while holding a voice recorder 
in his sweaty palm as Nick “as only Nick 
can” touched on the “consequences of 
the US economic collapse” on the drive 


Yes sir, no sir, three bags full sir! Simon Darby 
of the sweaty palms 


home from an Advisory Council 
meeting. As Darby wrote, being a 
sycophant is in keeping with “one of the 
primary purposes” of his blog. Ah, bless. 

Whatever it was that Griffin was 
waffling on about (for 17 minutes!) it’s 
quite easily forgotten when you see that 
he still drives a large fuel-guzzling 
4WD. The BNP does not believe in 
global warming you see and Griffin 
obviously has no genuine financial 
concerns of his own to worry about 
while Darby, the sock puppet, sits 


excitedly by his side. Does anybody else 
recall the “two Davids” sketch from the 
old Spitting Image television show? 

It seems that Darby does not do all 
Barnbrook’s blogging. Dicky must have 
got at least one go at blogging for 
himself during the Olympics, his 
hilarious “Godspeed Mayor Boris” 
entry which appeared on both his 
MyTelegraph and official London 
Assembly blogs, in which Dicky 
assumed that a generic group email 
from the Mayor, who was in Beijing at 
the time, talking up the “huge talent” 
at City Hall was personally directed at 


_ Tricky Dicky himselfl 


“... he looks forward to seeing me 
when he comes back from Beijing”, 
wrote Dicky in all seriousness! Hats off 
to the respondent who claimed to have 
£80 million pounds in a Nigerian bank 
account and only needed Dicky’s 
personal banking details before 
depositing the cash in his account! 
What a further letdown it must have 
been for the former “arthouse” film 
director when the very next month the 
Mayor had him censured for being 
more of a “white lightning” Assembly 
member than the great “white knight” 
he believes he is. 

Last month’s excellent Searchlight 
exposé of the BNP’s internal goings- 
on was addressed with considerable 
aplomb by the BNP __ hierarchy. 
Once more my old racial comrade 
Martin Wingfield took the opportunity 
to doff his cap at my publisher and his 
wife, who wrote the articles, which must 
be a concern as we had only just 
published the fact that Wingfield’s 
Voice of Freedom newspaper seems to be 
on its last legs as far as the BNP 
leadership is concerned. 

When it comes to internal and 
political disasters Wingfield is always 
willing to shoulder the responsibility for 
spinning them in a positive manner. 
But even he couldn't help the BNP 
when it came to the PR disaster of a 
Daily Mirror story about the BNP’s 
youth wing training and playing with 
knives. Poor old “Wingers” was a 
grumpy old man over the whole bloody 
story, somewhat of a recurring theme 
from Martin these days. Martin you see, 
unlike Griffin, does seem to have 
concerns over the price of petrol and 
positively hates driving to the Advisory 
Council meetings in his beat-up old 
Rover. No wonder he has been 
obsessively harking back to his glory 
days with his wife “Tin Tin’ in the south 
of France after the last time Griffin had 
all but destroyed Martin's political 
career. Mange tout, anyone? ~= 
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former treasurer of 
the nazi National 
Democratic Party 


NPD treasurer jailed 


ERWIN KEMNA, the former treasurer of the nazi 
National Democratic Party (NPD), was jailed for 
two years and eight months last month for stealing 
more than €700,000 (£550,000) of party funds. 
A court in Miinster heard how Kemna, 57, had 
channelled money from the NPD’s accounts into his 
struggling fitted kitchen company between early 
2004 until summer 2007. 

“T considered the finances of my firm and those of 
the party as one and the same,” he told the court at 
the start of his trial. Kemna, a party member since 
1974, was guaranteed a sentence of under three years 
for cooperating with the prosecution. He had been 
on remand for seven months. 

Peter Marx, the NPD secretary, hopes that the 
party will be able to recover some of the embezzled 
funds. The NPD benefits from substantial state 
funding based on the number of votes it receives in 
elections, but was fined €870,000 last year for 
“financial irregularities”. 


Hundreds at nazi hate concert 


Wim Haelsterman reports from Brussels for 
AFF/ Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


DENMARK 
Arrests hit nazi 
aleeiiemelKiaglelticels 


A GERMAN and a Dane with ties 
to the right-wing music distributor 
Celtic Moon were arrested in 
Denmark at the end of August 
Plecescetiets co) (@roantnay  aetecloril 
(Geter! Iuelac (Olsen (51.@.y) 
The BKA said the arrests, the result 
of international police cooperation, 
had badly shaken the extreme-right 
music distribution network. 

Two men, named only as 
Flemming C and Stephan G, 
have been charged with financing, 
commissioning and _ distributing 
recordings deemed illegal because of 
their extremist content. They are 
alleged to have used contacts in 
Australia to copy hate music CDs 
Prete oelel quetsenl ano) Oloeteerid a stole 
wider distribution. The value of 
the CDs is put at tens of thousands 
of pounds. 

‘The two men are also said to have 
extensive links with German fascist 
music groups, their managers and 
high-ranking members of the 
fo duro entcu uted ausnerelittetnetega (rvelonucosd 
the National Democratic Party. 
Individuals from Werwolf Records, 
a far-right music distributor with 
ties to Celtic Moon, are also under 
police investigation. 


THE OUTLAWED COMBAT 18 branch of Blood and Honour (B&H) in 
Germany has managed to organise another hate rock evening in Belgium without 
hindrance from the police and Belgian intelligence. 

The venue was the suburb of Zandvliet, in Antwerp, where B&H booked a hall 
under a false name. The so-called ISD Memorial concert on 6 September, which 
commemorated the late and unlamented nazi hate music icon Ian Stuart 
Donaldson, featured the UK bands Razors Edge and No Remorse, Oidoxie and 
Sturm 18 from Germany, and the American band Empire Falls. Most of these bands 
have played at previous B&H events in Flanders over the past three years. 

The leaflet advertising the gig was intended for German nazi skinheads only and 
about 600, most of them German, showed up, but there were also some Dutch, Belgian and British nazis. 

The police only got involved after the concert when neighbours complained about the noise made by around 100 nazis 
who had stayed behind for an improvised party after the last band had played. None of them were arrested. 

B&H activities continue to take place without problem despite their organised violation of Belgian anti-racist and 
anti-revisionist laws. The Flemish anti-fascist group the Anti-Fascist Front has asked the federal ministers Patrick 
Dewael and Jo Vandeurzen to crack down on nazi activities on Belgian soil out of respect for the thousands of Belgian 
families of Holocaust victims, but its requests have fallen on deaf ears. 
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Nazis 
march against war 
and Jews 


An on-the-spot report 
from Jan Raabe in 
Dortmund for Antifa-Net 


NAZIS AGAINST WAR! 
This oxymoron was given living 
expression on 6 September when 
around 1,100 banner-waving nazis, 
mainly dressed in black (pictured) 
and led by the Hamburg nazi leader 


Christian  Worch, — swaggered 
through Dortmund to protest at 
“imperialist  warmongering” and 


“wars of aggression’. 

Their presence is not new. 
Since 2004, nazis have tried to 
hijack Germany’s annual “Anti- 
war Day” on 1 September, which 
commemorates Hitler's assault 
on Poland. Many _ left-wing 
demonstrations and meetings take 
place on that day. 

The nazis were motivated not by 
the events of 1939 but by their 
fervent anti-Americanism and 
hatred of Israel. Hence their loud 
(and largely bogus) support for the 


XS 


peoples of Iraq and Afghanistan and 
their calls for the self-determination 
of all peoples, another thing 
their Nazi idols trampled on. 
The language the demonstrators 
used also echoed traditional Nazi 
terminology with references to 
“international finance powers” (a 
codeword for the Jews) and the 
demand that “German blood” should 
not be spilled for “foreign interests”. 

Among the speakers were the 
veteran and much _ convicted 
Austrian nazi Gottfried Kissel, the 
Austrian former SS man Herbert 
Schweiger, a representative of 
a fascist group from Prague and a 
representative from a newly formed 
British outfit -— the so-called 
Autonomous Nationalists - whose 
identity his German friends seemed 
intent on concealing. 

The behaviour of the nazis, who 
were opposed by almost 2,000 anti- 
fascists, was extremely aggressive 
and on several occasions they tried to 
force their way through police 
cordons. As a result of the violence, 
which left 16 police officers injured, 
the police eventually used tear gas 
to bring the march to an end. 
Clashes resulted in the arrest of six 
nazis and 47 anti-fascists. 


Holocaust memorial desecrated 


YouTube has been forced to remove a 
video clip posted by a group of high 
school students in Rhodes showing a 
teenager urinating on a memorial to 
Holocaust victims. The youth’s face was 
obscured by an Israeli flag covered by 
the international “No” symbol of a red 
circle with a slash through it. 

“We are a secret group of students of 
the Venetoklio High School of Rhodes, 
that does not ‘digg’ at all the Jews who 
wish to turn the island into a second 
Land of Canaan,” said an accompanying 
“manifesto”. The film also included rock 
music with lyrics threatening Rhodes 


Jews, praising Adolf Hitler and the 
Auschwitz death camp and a refrain 
including the German phrase Juden raus. 

The memorial, a black pillar that 
commemorates the murder of 1,604 
Jews killed by the Nazis in Rhodes 
during the Second World War, was built 
in 2002 near a synagogue in an area of 
Rhodes once known as “Little 
Jerusalem.’ Although the Rhodes Jewish 
community numbered around 6,000 
people before the war, the Holocaust 
and emigration have left only a tiny 
Jewish population, currently estimated 
at 40. 


Le Pen to step down 


Jean-Marie Le Pen, 80, leader of the 
far-right Front National and five times 
a presidential candidate, announced 
early last month that he would not run 
again for the presidency. 

Le Pen notoriously dismissed the 
Nazi gas chambers as a “detail of 
history”. His decision to step down 
from the leadership of the anti- 
immigrant FN in 2010 or early 2011 
and let his successor contest the next 
presidential election in 2012 marks a 
welcome end to a controversial career. 

He is hoping that his daughter 
Marine, 40, will succeed him. Since he 
first ran for president 27 years ago, Le 
Pen has been convicted of numerous 
offences, including inciting racial hatred 
and assaulting an female opposition 
candidate during parliamentary 
elections in 1997. 

In last year’s presidential poll Le Pen, 
who is bitterly opposed to the European 
Union, was outflanked and _ heavily 
defeated by President Nicolas Sarkozy. 
The FN is now at a low ebb. Huge debts 
recently forced it to sell its headquarters 
and Le Pen’s bullet-proof limousine. 


lateye)iate five) 
succeed her 
father: 
Marine Le Pen 


THE HIGHLY RESPECTED Danish anti- 
fascist Erik Jensen died of lung cancer 
on the eve of his 71st birthday at the 
end of August. 

Born into a working-class 
Copenhagen family, Erik graduated 
as a teacher and became politically 
active in the early postwar years, 
joining the Danish Communist 
Party (DKP), from which he was 
later excluded. But he was known 
principally for his tireless work in 
the movement against the US war 
of aggression in Vietnam, his role in 
idat-yccxie-) eo) [alaatclaiur-javeicece)aive)|(el-ia lela 
of the progressive publisher Demos 
and his unremitting battle, in the 
organisation of the same name, 
Elerliakie te-leieay  -laleci-laalecyen)-) are! 
fascism. 

ages iiceldey [ay iele)eleae (0)) cual 
Vietnamese liberation struggle began 
in 1964 when he co-founded a 
Vietnam Committee in the Danish 
(=) e}ie-)| <-)are| oritle)|syalae) mGlice) thon oy | 
if )avele-Ikviare) <er-laa) ey-l(e|ayacey 1s1are| <-1(0| ake) 
NVitcaWarelonr tM elcs clare) ave) (el-laiay -lea(e) a) 
ranl-eQuiaayce|kr-)e)e)ge)(/-] ice)paliaalc) e)geni6)s) 
De yelia, -leisaleleii(css wiyarey le-lalarcel je 
Bisley elle) aveye e(-ucsie miei -lgle! aly oilelyy 
(er-Jan) ey-}(e) alas ware) icles Felecia clareciece| 
for ignoring the ban. Eriks’s insistence 
(olay dale -lalee iaplelcierlicie -)aieec@e)ielalr-linis 
(ol arele-leikig (es ital \Va(cauat-]an) <orelaal ey-l(e la) 
Nees alele ce) uals icine) ef uns 8) au 
eerelscjaile) ives wielaiese, =) aie\aca a 
Elejeleeriaey canelarecimiare, efecies glealay 
leacle) Selieciaiay -lalel p<el-iice| eliag 
together with many other activists. 


Antifa-Net in Copenhagen 


In the character of the time, mass 
demonstrations against the war 
frequently led to mass arrests. In 1968, 
after an especially violent clash with 
police, Erik established a research 
group to investigate precisely what 
occurred so that those arrested could 
have all the evidence they needed to 
defend themselves and ultimately win 
their cases. The meticulous, even 
stern, attention to detail that Erik 
displayed then was to be carried into 
his anti-fascist work. 

Also in 1968, Erik and others 
ifelUjave(=lelidat-y ole) e)i(1al lave areleky=u Bl-1ag(es) 
Nia} cel acon \{=lenaav=uia\=>.4uce|cYera(e (<r ce)| (e\nVi-e| 
closely and exposed the nefarious 
activities of Danish arms firms and the 
links between Denmark's security 
police and far-rightists. In 1975, after 
the end of the Vietnam war, Erik 
Elae) elas -lediiyny | (e(-relle(=6) Ke) 
(eoya)eiaie(onuatciia efe)iiere-| i vela.celare (clea alcy 
umbrella of a new collective called, 
Ele) e)ge) e)gr-)e-1\V- | BY-tpaleke 

Already aware of the emergence of 
biclerglelayece|cele| oss (alvuatcyt-laiv co RAO iy. mal g 
lolrerlay Syeitciaarele(@  aalolaliceygiare) | clare, 
opposition to them in the early 1980s, 
when they were attempting to raise 
diel eleevilicy clare, elceleltlace) dais alede 
edition of the magazine Demos in 1988. 

Mets Belaia ards oe elias ioc 
closely linked to their counterparts in 
Germany and it fell to Demos to 
Ulavelsiae-| cc ua (eeliarieclciae) cic lf 
unravelling the extent of the German- 
Danish nazi connection, especially in 
areas of Denmark close to the German 


Erik Jensen 1937-2008 


By Anne Jessen for Demos and 


border, where German nazis hoped to 
organise from relative safety. 

Demos's research, as ever, had a 
practical consequence: the building of 
broad-based community groups in 
the Danish towns and villages along 
the border that were imbued with 
confidence and able to show both the 
ereldnnr-lanelaren By-laltiauarcr4ka tal-ie (ere) a 

It was in this period that Erik forged 
links with  anti-fascists outside 
Denmark and was able to assist 
Searchlight's efforts to expose Combat 
18 as a terrorist organisation when it 
Elaccian)ojacvol t-) (-14t=lg | efe)an) oe} cer-1aa) oy-l (e/g) 
biceyan)sxerlavellare\VAr-H 

Erik’s research work and intelligence 
gathering was effective because of his 
concern for accuracy. Proof and 
attention to detail were far more 
Hag) ele) ate] e)uicoy siqlaiuar-laijel-y@e) Feldle)alr-lare| 
it sometimes led to the abandonment 
of deadlines. It also meant that he was 
highly trusted and widely quoted by 
journalists for whom he was always 
itatcuileie ole) dare) pce-) |p 

It is not an exaggeration to say that 
Erik’s fine example and his relentless 
likelelecler-liakie ar-r-le elejaie ie) Bl=alaer-lac 
was instrumental in developing a new 
generation of anti-fascists. 

gle Wee | [ea els =) aariey [eae 
and respected by all who knew him. 
His passing is a great loss to the 
Elaideiesebie aavehcesaie -leleua ||| ce) 
Demos and_ our _ international 
aceuelae Avalelicen (ae 

lala bo eletle| oluje aks @e)aiegieltiarela clare! 
struggle will live on. 


Alain Soral: new star of the French far right? 


The announcement that the Front 
National’s 80-year-old leader, 
the much convicted Jean-Marie 


Le Pen, might retire in two 
years has aroused fevered 


speculation about who will 


take over. Many forecast that 


his daughter Marine will 
succeed him but there are 
others keen to pick up the 
flaming torch. 

Tazin Paris, 

for Reflex and 
Antifa-Net, 

looks at Alain 

Soral, one 

of the 

“wannabes” 

waiting in 

the wings. 


ALAIN SORAL (pictured left), the 
sociologist and former Communist 
sympathiser who switched to the Front 
National (FN), has been trying for 
several months to represent the more 
“left-wing” and “social” aspect of the 
FN, via his personal political club, 
Equality and Reconciliation (E&R). 

Behind the scenes, though, a number 
of veteran nationalist activists are 
also supporting Soral, who recently 
announced that he would be a candidate 
on the FN’s list in Paris in next year’s 
European elections. 

With his unusual background for an 
FN member, as a film director, a 
sociologist known for his provocative 
anti-feminism and former leftist, 
Soral ticks all the right boxes for 
activists of the more radical, national- 
revolutionary wing of the far right. 
It is, therefore, no surprise that he has 
linked up with denizens of the fascist 
Groupe Union Défense (GUD) heavy 
mob of the 1990s, such as Frederic 
Chatillon and Jildaz Mahé O’Chinal, 
to build up and finance his schemes. 
The troops of far-right grouplets such 
as the Social and Popular Movement 


(MSP) and the National Left are also 
turning towards him. 

The most significant recruit to Soral’s 
dubious cause is Christian Bouchet, the 
former leader of the outlawed Unité 
Radicale, who enlisted about a year ago. 
After putting his previous political 
venture, the so-called Radical Network, 
to sleep, Bouchet concentrated on 
running an online press agency and 
republishing his old articles in his 
newspaper Résistance and other far- 
right outlets. 

With the Soral “phenomenon”, 
Bouchet can again get a foot in the 
political arena without putting himself 
in the front line. Bouchet attended 
E&R’s first summer school in 2007, 
though without joining, and has given 
unrelenting support to Soral since 
then. After comparing E&R with the 
historic Circle Proudhon in Résistance, 
Bouchet and his minuscule outfit 
“Ours” marched officially with E&R 
on 1 May. 

Bouchet recently published a book 
titled Young Nationalists Today, which 
consisted of interviews and discussions 
with young activists who back Soral and 


elevated him to the lofty position of 
intellectual guru to young people on the 
extreme right. 

Although some of the core activists of 
the FN and some national-revolutionary 
circles see Soral as the new strong man 
of the extreme right, on the ground his 
position is less certain. At some FN 
events, Soral is criticised by party 
activists and sympathisers who reproach 
him for his taste for the publicity and his 
position on immigration, which they 
regard as too left-wing. 

Soral’s association with Serge “Batskin” 
Ayoub has recently turned sour. E&R can 
no longer meet in Ayoub’s pub, which is 
financed partly by Chatillon, because 
Batskins other customers regularly 
attacked E&R supporters who looked 
foreign or too leftist. 

Although Soral has managed to 
attract leading activists of the 
nationalist movement with his fluency 
and his personality, his acceptance 
by grassroots members remains 
problematic. What is clear is that his 
campaign and results in the European 
elections will determine his future on 
the extreme right. ~= 


International 


Nazi activities in 2007 top a thousand 


Anders Dalsbro reports for Expo from Stockholm 


Sweden's three biggest nazi groups 
organised more than a_ thousand 
activities last year, many of them 
violent or illegal, a survey by the anti- 
fascist magazine Expo has revealed. 
The hotspots remain the regions of 
Skane, Vastra Gotaland and 
Stockholm. The inventory of illegal 
activities includes attempted homicide, 
assaults on opponents, possession of 
unlawful arms and demonstrations. 

Expo's survey of the National 
Socialist Front (NSF), the Swedish 
Resistance Movement (SMR) and 
Info-14 shows that between them they 
carried out 1,142 activities. The NSF, 
which is the biggest group, accounted 
for 68% and the SMR for 24%. 
Info-14, with its affiliated so-called 
free or independent nationalists, was 
responsible for only 8%. 


The survey placed the activities of the 

nazis into four categories: 

H@ Distribution of propaganda such 
as leaflets and newspapers. 

@ Organised vandalism such as fly 
posting and graffiti. 

@ Internal activities such as 
meetings and concerts. 

H Public demonstrations such as the 
annual December Salem march 
and the demonstration on 
Sweden's national day on 6 June. 

More than 60% of the nazis’ 

activities consisted of propaganda 
distribution, followed by vandalism 
(30%). Meetings and concerts (4.5%) 


and public demonstrations (3.5%) 
lagged far behind. 
According to Expo, propaganda 


distribution constituted 70% of the 
NSF’s activities, making it the most 


Swedish Resistance Movement nazis sell papers in 
Stockholm city centre (photo PFP) 


active nazi group in 2007. Most of this 
was in support of the NSF's campaign 
for freedom of speech. Organised 
antisocial vandalism accounted for an 
estimated 24% of the party’s activity. 
The rest was evenly divided between 
meetings, hate music concerts and street 
demonstrations. 

The SMR and Info-14 concentrate 
equally on dishing out propaganda and 
vandalism. These two categories cover 
90% of the SMR’s total activity. 
Its attempts to distribute propaganda 
have led to violence on_ several 
occasions, including the stabbing of an 
opponent for which an SMR member 
was convicted. 

Info-14 helped stage three concerts, 
one of which was aimed at school 
students. The group’s network includes 
Blood and Honour and _ the 


Hammerskin Nation. Info-14 has also 
visited local nazi activist groups in 
Vasteras, Nykoping, Gothenburg and 
Borlange to inform them about the 
Swedish nazi prisoners’ aid outfit, 
the Yellow Cross. 

Some form of nazi activity has been 
reported in every Swedish county 
except Kronoberg in the south and the 
huge, sparsely populated Jamtland in 
the northwest. But there are substantial 
differences between the counties in the 
nature of nazi activity. Almost half 
of all the 1,142 activities took place 
in Stockholm, Skane and Vastra 
Gotaland, indicating that the nazi 
groups are most heavily concentrated 
around Sweden's major cities, 
Stockholm, Malm6 and Gothenburg. 
While all three groups have been active 
in Stockholm and Vastra Géotaland, 
nazi activity in Skane is almost entirely 
down to the NSF. The NSF has been 
the most active group nationwide, 
organising in 18 of Sweden’s 21 
counties. The SMR organises in 14 and 
Info-14 in 12 counties. 

There is also a high level activity 
in some other counties relative to 
the population, for example in 
Vastmanland, Ostergotland, Kalmar 
and Varmland. 

According to Johan Olsson, an 
analyst at the Security Police’s 
constitutional protection department, 
nazi activities have not increased in 
recent years but have changed 
in character. Violence has become 
more serious with more weapons 
involved. Violent confrontations 
between nazis and the autonomous left 
are more common. 

“That in turn has to do with the fact 
that there are disagreements within the 
White Power environment,” Olsson 
says. “There has, thereby, existed a need 
to increase its profile. Unfortunately 
some organisations have chosen 
physical fights with opponents as 
a central part of their direction.” 
Olsson insists, however, that despite 
being more militant and _ violent, 
the nazi groups do not threaten to the 
democratic and parliamentary system 
but are a threat to the civil rights and 
freedom of individuals. <a 


Nazis exploit child murder 


Andreas Speit reports from Hannover for Der Rechte 


Rand and Antifa-Net 


NAZIS ARE RUNNING a_- sick 
campaign to exploit a tragic case of 
the paedophile abduction and 
murder of an eight-year-old girl, so 
far named only as Michelle, who 
disappeared on her way home from 
school on 18 August in the deprived 
Leipzig suburb of Reunditz. 

That she was the victim of an 
indecent assault was confirmed 
three days later when her body was 
found, but nazis were trying to 
exploit the case from the day she 
went missing. When the police 
launched their hunt for Michelle, the 
nazis started their own search 
operation. And when her body 
was found, they organised a 
“spontaneous” demonstration in the 
district, with around 300 people 
following banners bearing the 
slogans “National socialism now” and 
“Death penalty for child abusers”. 

Among the nazis, some of whom 
marched carrying flaming torches, 
were residents who simply wanted 
to express their grief and anger. 
The fact that the demonstration was 
organised by nazis did not interest 
them, they later told the press, 
because they were there only for 
the children. 

While this was going on the 
democratic parties remained silent, 
although the mayor of Leipzig did 
suggest setting up a fund for the 
family. A pastor, Christian Wolff, 
opened his church for people who 
wanted counselling and expressed 
his outrage that the nazis quoted 
biblical passages to justify the 
execution of criminals. “Any fool can 
dig up biblical quotes to support 
his own point of view,’ he said. 
However, for the most part, the nazis 
were left free not only to jump on 
the bandwagon but also to drive it. 

The nazis intervened with leaflets 
declaring: “Children must be the 
most important issue for our people 
again” and “Sick people who violate 
children should be removed from 
society”. They were greatly assisted 
in their attempt to manipulate the 
situation by the fact that Isztvan 
Repaczki, one of the best known 


nazi activists in the area, was 
Michelle's uncle. 

In a speech at the march, he 
spoke not only about his dead 
niece but also about the Nazi ideal 
of a Volksgemeinschaft (national 
community) and how everything 
would be better if one existed 
now. When an initiative of parents 
and residents organised their own 


~ demonstration four days after the 


body was found, they had to accept 
that half the participants were nazis. 

It was only ten days after Michelle's 
disappearance that other people, 
including local anti-fascists and the 
Left Party, reacted by warning 
against the nazis’ monopolisation 
of the issue and_ challenging 
their dubious claims about harsher 
penalties. The Christian Democrats 
and Social Democrats agreed with 
the belated warnings about the 
nazis but only irritated local 
residents who are wondering why 
the politicians advise them but do 
nothing for their children’s security. 

Nazis have sought to campaign 
around such tragedies for several 
years. In spring 2003, when a brother 
and sister, aged nine and 11, were 
murdered in Aachen, the nazi 
National Democratic Party (NPD) and 
the so-called Freie Kameradschaften 
spread propaganda for the return of 
the death penalty. 

Since then they have tried to 
launch similar campaigns in Weimar 
and Arnstadt in  ThUringen, 
Schwandorf in Bavaria, Joachimsthal 
in Brandenburg and several other 
towns. The nazis are motivated, 
Holger Apfel, the leader of the NPD’s 
parliamentary group in Saxony, 
claimed at the demonstration in 
Leipzig, by the belief that (white 
German) children are “invaluably 
good for our race”. 

On 1 September, the nazis 
marched again through Leipzig in a 
bid to maintain their grip on the 
issue, but this time the residents 
stayed away. As Michelle's father 
told the media, “her family does 
not want to be mixed up with the 
brown swamp’. ~a 


International 


Fitna director escapes prosecution 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


THE RIGHT-WING POPULIST 
Geert Wilders will not face prosecution 
for his anti-Islamic film Fitna. 

Wilders’s hate-filled short film, which 
he posted on the internet in March (see 
Searchlight May 2008), provoked many 
complaints and led to an investigation 
by the Public Prosecution Service 
(OM) into whether his remarks in the 
media and parliament were illegal. 

The OM has now reported that, in its 
view, the film’s use of the infamous 
caricature of Muhammad with a bomb 
in his turban, by the Danish cartoonist 
Kurt Westergaard, was “hurtful”, but as 
it did not describe Muslims as such as 
dangerous — which would be insulting 
and an incitement to hatred — it did not 
contravene the law. 

Could groups of Muslims feel 
insulted by the cartoon? Again no, 
because, according to the OM, there 
should be “objective starting points that 
reveal that the picture of Muhammad 
symbolises a group of religious 
Muslims” and that “in this case” it is 
Islam as a religion that is depicted. 
In other words the cartoon is not illegal 
under Dutch law because it criticises 
Islam not Muslims. 

Other investigators came to the 
same conclusion. After five months 
of enquiries, the district attorney in 
Amsterdam, the Expert Centre on 
Discrimination (a legal institution), 
the College of Prosecutors, three 


external jurists and the Justice Minister 
Hirsch Ballin all decided that Wilders 
had operated within the boundaries 
of Dutch anti-discrimination law. 
What was vitally important was the 
context in which the remarks were 
made — the political debate in society. 

Standards in the political arena 
are freer “but there are boundaries”, 
the OM’s statement emphasised, “to 
serve those who do feel insulted”. 
However the investigation was only 
concerned with Fitna and Wilders’s 
statements in the media. 

In a letter to the numerous people and 
organisations who filed complaints, the 
OM wrote that Wilders had “apparently” 
wanted to vent his discomfort with the 
Islamic faith and the book on which it is 
based, but added that, as a group, 
Muslims were not being discredited. 
Even though Wilders branded the ideas 
of Allah and Muhammad “sick”, that was 
not an insult in the eyes of the law 
“because no negative connotations are 
connected to Muslim as such”. What this 
boils down to is that criticism of beliefs 
does not necessarily target individuals 
who believe. Dutch law on freedom of 
speech imposes few restrictions, but there 
are some. Gratuitous insults, for example, 
are not allowed even by politicians. 

The European Treaty for Human 
Rights permits prosecution in a 
freedom of speech issue if there is 
a “pressing social need” based primarily 


’ Racist sniper arrested 


on the severity of a statement and its 
effect on public order. 

The current debate about Islam in the 
Netherlands is without precedent and 
has created the opportunity for 
parliamentarians to say more than they 
could have dreamed of a decade ago. 
However, the OM has failed to explain 
why a politician such as the late 
Hans Janmaat, leader of the racist 
Centrum Democrats, was prosecuted 
and convicted for less serious insults 
and collective discrimination than in 
Wilders’s case. 

The OM considers that Muslims 
in the Netherlands are not in such a 
weak position that they need laws to 
defend them, and that Wilders can 
be countered in the political arena. 
This view betrays a lack of under- 
standing of current reality. 

Wilders dominates the debate. 
He has a huge stage every week 
in parliament and more or less 
unrestricted access to the entire media, 
while anyone who feels insulted by him 
can only write to a newspaper and vote, 
if they feel represented and defended by 
politicians at all, every four years. There 
is no equality in that. 

The OM has given far too much 
consideration to potential public 
reaction to a prosecution of Wilders. 
In effect, it has allowed itself to be taken 
hostage by the angry mob of white 
Wilders fans. ~= 


From Henrik Lunde for Antifa-Net in Oslo 


A MAN has been arrested for shooting a 16-year-old Somali 
boy at an asylum centre in Hvalstad, just outside Oslo, in 
July. At the time of the incident, the Norwegian media 
speculated wildly about “nazi terrorists’, but Norway’s 
almost non-existent nazi movement was not responsible. 
After an impressive effort by the police, a 50-year-old 
lawyer, whose name has been withheld, was arrested and 
has admitted the shooting. According to the police, the 
man is suffering from a mental illness and had stopped 
taking his medication. He claimed his action was a 
response to public debate on asylum-seekers. Nationally, 
and especially in areas hosting asylum centres, there have 
been very heated debates about the right to asylum and 


the presence of refugees and, it is believed, it was such a 
debate in the local press that triggered the shooting. 

Up to 1 July, 6,651 asylum seekers had arrived in 
Norway. Although the numbers are growing, this is hardly 
“the flood” or “out of control” situation presented by 
politicians and the media. Nevertheless their propaganda 
for tougher policies on asylum seekers was toxic enough 
to prompt this lawyer to pick up a rifle. 

When it became clear that this was not an action 
by a nazi terror group, the media quickly lost interest. 
The fact that an ordinary member of the public carried 
out the shooting, and his motivation, appeared not to 
concern them. ~a 


Hot reception for nazi march 


Jeroen Bosch reports from Zwolle for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


THE DUTCH PEOPLE’S UNION (NVU) 
turned up for its promised quarterly 
demonstration in Zwolle on 30 August 
in the form of a protest against 
the European Union’s Lisbon Treaty. 
But realising that this was merely 
cover for an exhibition of national 
socialism, the mayor imposed an 
unprecedented ban on a formidable 
list of symbols and slogans the nazi 
demonstrators might want to use. 

Zwolle’s residents were also angry at 
the prospect of nazis stomping 
through town. Young skateboarders 
and supporters of the local first division 
club FC Zwolle prepared a warm 
welcome for the nazis and anti-fascists 
distributed leaflets and stickers. 

On the day, the nazis of National 
Socialist Action (NSA), Blood and 
Honour and a few members of the 
National People’s Movement (NVB) - 
normally a rival of the NVU - and some 
NVU members, 85 in all, gathered at an 
abandoned building near Zwolle’s 
main station for a close examination 
by the police. 

A minority complied but the now 
infamous “black block’, who accounted 
for a majority of the demonstrators, 
refused to be searched, resulting in a 
stand-off of nearly two hours. During 
that time they insulted the police with 
chants such as “Hang the cops on the 
Wailing Wall” (in Jerusalem). The police 
did not react and let the nazis start 
their parade. 

All along the 


route, anti-nazi 


protesters popped up with banners 
and slogans and the demonstration 
had to draw to a halt several times. The 
nazis looked like a pack of injured 
dogs, with adhesive tape on their 
heads and bodies to cover up fascist 
tattoos, and t-shirts and banners with 


Blood and Honour blotted out. 
Bawling the German nazi slogan 
“Ruhm und Ehre fuir die Waffen SS” 
(Fame and Honour for the Waffen SS) 
was all that was left to them. 

The nazis had worked hard on their 
new “autonomous’ style, carrying flags 
with a design lifted from anti-fascist 
banners but with the words “National 
Socialist Action” and a banner bearing 
the legend “Squatting continues” 
Despite their loudmouthed bravado, 
without the protection of the police 
they would have been chased straight 
back to the railway station. 

At a park, where Constant Kusters, 
the NVU leader, hoped to make his 
usual keynote speech, the nazis were 
given a hot reception by about 200 
angry youngsters whom riot police on 
horseback were able to beat back only 


(above) Nazis steal AFA symbol 
(left) Fascists tattooed and taped 


after several charges and _ the 
deployment of police reinforcements 
and dogs against local residents. 

If the nazis and their protectors 
thought it was over, they were wrong. 
Paint bombs were thrown at the nazis 
from a block of flats, stopping the 
march again, while the crowds on the 
pavement jeered the nazis so loudly 
that their speeches were inaudible. 
The day ended with 20 arrests, 
including three nazis for throwing 
stones, and several people injured by 
batons or dog bites, none seriously. 

Kusters’s reaction was typical: he 
asked for more police to protect his 
demonstration and for tougher action 
against the people of Zwolle who had 
dared to taunt him. 

Nazi comments on the internet urged 
a return to Zwolle to “empty the city’s 
budget for demonstrations’, making it 
clear that demonstrations are an end in 
themselves with the sole aim of 
provoking public outrage and creating 
political space for fascist slogans. 

The mayor of Zwolle has suggested 
that Kusters take his provocation to 
another city and told him he should 
be happy that the police protected 
his demonstration. Local football 
supporters and youngsters say they 
will be ready if the nazis show up 
again. ~~ 


International 


Two sides of the same coin 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE DECISION by Italy’s Defence Minister 
to pay tribute to the Italian fascists who 
fought alongside Adolf Hitler's SS, and a 
picture of people sunbathing next to the 
bodies of two Roma girls may at first 
appear to be very different phenomena. 
In fact they are complementary examples 
of the climate of rampant fascist 
reappraisal and of the anti-immigrant 
campaign mixed with racist sentiments 
that is sweeping the country. 

The girls, two sisters from a Roma camp, 
had been selling trinkets to 
holidaymakers on a beach near Naples 
before going for a swim. They drowned. 
Their bodies remained lying on the sand 
for three hours, ignored by sunbathers 
who continued to picnic within metres of 
them. Unable to explain why apparently 
no attempt had been made to rescue 
them, nor the treatment meted out to the 
bodies, their parents blamed the incident 
on racism. 

The local Cardinal euphemistically 
condemned the “coarsening of human 
sentiments. The trouble is that such 
sentiments seem to have become part of 
the prevalent public opinion somewhat 
legitimised by recent government 
measures, such as the ongoing 
fingerprinting of Roma children, so 
reminiscent of Nazi practices. 

Incidents were reported on other 
beaches. One newspaper splashed the 
headline “Hunting the ‘Negro’ on the 
beaches’ The word “Negro” is still 
widely used in Italy to describe blacks. 
In the resort of Porto San Giorgio on 
the Adriatic coast, local mothers 
demonstrated against immigrants, 
claiming they were “dirtying park 
benches" used by their children. 

Not far away, in Pedaso, 
holidaymakers supposedly belonging to 
the xenophobic Northern League gave 
chase to a trinket vendor from 
Senegal.“They have no right to be 
in our country. Maroni [the 
Interior Minister, a member of ; 
the Northern League] passeda g 
law [regulating immigration 
and expulsions] and it should 
be respected, said one 


holidaymaker. “It was me \ 


who called the police’ 
another claimed 


proudly, “the new laws put us_ in 
command, these people shouldn't be 
here’ The “Negro” was down on the sand 
surrounded by a crowd in bathing 
costumes throwing insults at him. 

It may have been incidents such as 
these, not forgetting the Roma camps 
attacked by vandals who seem to have 
escaped arrest in spite of being captured 
on camera, which prompted the popular 
Roman Catholic journal Famiglia Cristiana 
to express fears of a return to fascism. 
The article was illustrated with a picture 
taken in the Warsaw ghetto, the one of 
the Jewish boy confronted by SS guards. 
Not that the Roman Catholic Church itself 
can offer any great examples of taking 
stands against Nazism and fascism, as was 
demonstrated in the past with Nazi 
criminals protected by the Vatican. 
The Pope's recent praise for Silvio 
Berlusconi's government speaks volumes. 

Rimini, so popular with British 
holidaymakers, is shaping itself to become 
a favourite with fascists. A reporter 
strolling along the shopping centre 
noticed “images of Benito Mussolini on 
sale like any other popular products, 
displayed on t-shirts, shirts, flags, stickers, 
glasses, plates, pens, alongside fascist 
mottos, as well as many images of Adolf 
Hitler ... there is no sense of shame, no 
problems” More likely there must be a 
sense of fascist pride 


Should Britain 
welcome Defence 
Minister Ignazio 
La Russa? 


among the sellers of such merchandise. 
What else? It can’t be just for the money. 
The reporter himself, from Italy's biggest 
selling daily La Repubblica, hastened to 
point out that he himself was not feeling 
indignant - oh no - only a bit uneasy. 

Away from the beaches, nazis took out 
their knives. In August, after a concert in a 
park in Rome staged to commemorate 
Renato Biagetti, a 26-year-old sound 
engineer who was knifed to death two 
years ago by two men suspected of 
targeting him for being the coordinator 
of a left wing club, four people who had 
taken part in the event were assaulted by 
a gang of about ten nazis who had lain in 
wait by their car. One of the victims was 
taken to hospital with knife wounds. 

Meanwhile in Bologna, Franco Piccioni, 
18, was arrested for a knife crime. He had 
been on a train (near Rimini as a matter of 
fact) wearing a t-shirt with a swastika, 
when he objected to remarks by another 
passenger and lashed at him with 
his weapon. 

Back now to the Defence Minister, 
Ignazio La Russa, who may soon pay a visit 
to his British counterpart. In a speech he 
praised the Italians who joined Mussolini's 
Sald Republic after the 1943 armistice and 
opposed the Anglo-American. landing. 
Mussolini's diehard butchers were taking 
orders from Hitler, killing partisans and 
Anglo-American soldiers. 

No surprise then if fascists are being 
honoured with streets and piazzas named 
after them. The local authorities in Comiso, 
near Milan, have decided to name the 
local airport after one of Mussolini's best 
known Air Force Generals, Vincenzo 
Magliocco. He made his name bombing 
Ethiopia's population in 1936. 

In Milan a new nazi venue has opened 
up. Its name is Cuore Nero, meaning 
black heart. On the day of its inaugura- 
tion last month hundreds of 
anti-fascists gathered to mount a 
protest. One of their representa- 
tives said: “We ask the authority to 
close this nazi centre and erase 

the fascist graffiti that have 
appeared all over the district’. 
Request ignored. Milan is run 
by Berlusconi's party and its 
major was elected with help 
from the fascists. = 
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